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Hello and Happy Holidays from the “Wetlands Lab!”  We hope that you and your 
loved ones are enjoying this holiday season.  Registration for Year 3 of YWW has 
closed and we are excited to say that over 47,000 students in 46 parishes are 
registered for the 2009 program!  As you probably know, Wetlands Week will be 
held April 20-24, 2009 and will coordinate with Earth Day events.  Your curriculum 
and materials will be delivered to you in early spring.  In these materials you will find 
exciting new lessons, new materials, and a great video we have filmed for the 
program, called “Wet Work!”    

This year will be an exciting one and better than the last – we are hoping to bring 
you more restoration projects, vegetative plantings, and service learning activities to 
get your students outside and active in the world of wetlands!  Now is the time to 
start thinking about restoration projects and field trips for your students.  We will be 
here to help you with every step along the way, so it’s time to get creative! 

 

Louisiana youth had a great time at camp this 
summer!  Over 4,000 students participated in 
the four summer camps associated with YWW 
– Camp Grant Walker, LOST camp, Marsh 
Maneuvers, and Wild Woods Wanderings.  
Each camp had activities dedicated to 
increasing the wetland knowledge of Louisiana 
youth.  The campers enjoyed activities such as 
vegetative plantings, airboat rides, crabbing, 
canoeing, stream monitoring, and sampling of 
aquatic plants and animals.  All camps are 
week-long experiences, but the memories 
made there will last a lifetime! 

The first nine weeks of camp are open to 4th-
6th graders, and the last week of camp is for 
7th and 8th graders.  Camp Grant Walker also 
offers leadership opportunities for high school-
aged kids through the counselor program. If 
you are interested in your students attending 
camp or becoming a camp counselor next 
summer, contact your local 4-H agent at the 
parish extension office.  For more information, 
visit http://www.lsuagcenter.com/4h/camp/. 
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Did you know that you can donate your 
Christmas tree to be used in brush fence? 
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http://www.lsuagcenter.com/ 

http://www.americaswetland.com/ 

http://dnr.louisiana.gov/teach.ssi 

www.lacoast.gov 

http://www.btnep.org/home.asp 

http://www.lamer.lsu.edu/projects/

coastalroots/ 

http://www.crcl.org/home.html 

http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/ 

http://wetlandwatchers.org/index.

html 

http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetland

s/education/ 

http://www.wetland.org/ 
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Modeled after the Discovery Channels’ 
Dirty Jobs, we are currently creating our 
own down and dirty production called Wet 
Work.  The host of the program, Vermilion 
parish 4-H member Austin Mouton, 
profiles professionals making a difference 
in conserving and restoring Louisiana’s 
wetlands.  By showing students a typical 
day in the life of these professionals, we 
hope they will apply their wetland learning 
in everyday situations and aspire for 
wetland-related careers.  Every teacher 
participating in YWW will receive a video 
in their packet and clips will be available 
on the YWW website and YouTube. 

 

�  Louisiana loses a football field 
size piece of land every 38 
minutes? 
�  Every 2.7 miles of wetland 
absorbs 1 foot of storm surge 
during hurricanes? 
�  Wetland restoration is not just 
important in coastal Louisiana 
because wetlands occur in every 
parish? 
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Wet Work host, Austin Mouton, getting his 
hands dirty while learning about our wetlands. 

 

We are here to help you design a 
restoration project that will instill in your 
students that they can make a meaningful 
contribution to preserving, conserving, and 
restoring Louisiana’s wetlands.   

Please contact us if you would like more 
information on: 
�  The Christmas Tree Program 
�  Tree Plantings 
�  Coastal Marsh Vegetative Plantings 
�  Schoolyard/Community Wetlands 
�  Trash Bash 
�  Wetland Field Trips 
�  Additional Hands-On Activities 
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As some of you may already 
know, I am the new program 
manager of YWW.  My name is 
Ashley Mullens and I am here to 
provide support to participating 
educators and students.  I will be 
working closely with Hilary Collis, 
4-H Agents, and AWCC 
AmeriCorps members to make 
this YWW program better than 
ever!   If you have any questions 
contact your local 4-H agent or 
one of us here at the “wetlands 
lab”.  We look forward to bringing 
you fun and exciting wetlands 
information all year long! 

Sincerely, 

Ashley Mullens 
awmullens@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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On November 13, 2008, YWW and the AWCC 
AmeriCorps members took part in the annual 
Ocean Commotion event held at LSU.  
Approximately 2,000 grade school children 
and teachers attended to learn more about 
Louisiana’s coast and sea.  We had a great 
time teaching about the importance of our 
wetlands!  For more information visit their 
website: 
www.lamer.lsu.edu/projects/oceancommotion 

)�
������*	�%����
� �
There are so many opportunities for you, the 
educators, to learn more about the science of 
wetlands, teaching wetlands, and networking 
with other Louisiana educators.   

The Louisiana Wetland Education Coalition 
(LaWec) provides lots of information through 
their list serve.  You can learn more about the 
organization and sign up for the list serve by 
visiting  www.lacoast.gov/education/lawec/. 

The Barataria Terrebonne Natural Estuary 
Program (BTNEP) has a very informative 
newsletter, Crablines.  Check it out at: 
http://www.btnep.org/newsletter/newsletters.a
sp.  Mel Landry of BTNEP is always looking 
for volunteers – so you and your students can 
experience wetland work first-hand! 

Our own AWCC AmeriCorps partners are 
always planning fun events and looking for 
volunteers.  Check out their calendar of 
events at 
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/environment/c
onservation/wetlands/Youth+Wetlands+Educa
tion/Americas+WETLAND+Conservation+Cor
ps/Calendar+of+Events/  

 


