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State Horse Specialist Retires

Dr. Clint Depew, state horse specialist with théJLS
AgCenter Cooperative Extension Service has retin¢u
over 30 years service to the people of Louisiarma. D
Depew, a noted equine educator, has been knovewexl|
the united states for his ability to judge horses]
design and carry out equine programs. Dr. Depew was
instrumental in developing the horse area of the
eXension website and was the person that put tegeth
the curriculum for the first Master Horseman progra
that has been widely accepted throughout Louisisiog.
only is Dr. Depew a skilled educator, he is also an
excellent horse trainer. Dr. Depew uses the metiiod
pressure and release and he tries to let the figtse
things out on his own, a method that is rapidlydmeing
accepted throughout the country.

4-H, FFA state horse show set for July 6-11
in West Monroe

Organizers expect 600 youth from across Louisiana t
compete in the 40th annual Louisiana 4-H and FFReSt
Horse Show July 6-11 in West Monroe.

Coordinated by the LSU AgCenter, the event wilhieéd
at the Ike Hamilton Expo Center. The youngsters who
gather for the state horse show already will have
competed in parish and district shows.

“Not only will the show feature a variety of events
showcasing the many high-quality horses and exdribit
from all over the state, but we will also have bl
speaking, demonstrations, quiz bowl, horse judgimg
the Gerry Lane Premier Exhibitor contest,” said Daa
Nunez, show manager for the LSU AgCenter.

Competitions include breakaway roping, team penning
pole bending, western riding, reining and barreing,
and many others.

Dr. Paul Coreil, LSU AgCenter vice chancellor and
director of the Louisiana Cooperative Extensiornviser
stated “The horse industry is a very important pért
Louisiana’s diversified agriculture, with the latéigures
showing that the total economic impact of the indus
meant about $2.45 billion to the state’s economy in
2008.With the dollars spent on more than 207,548d%®
owned by almost 50,000 Louisianans and with théadol
generated by horse production, horse racing aret oth
aspects of the industry, the economic impact ohtirse

industry is tremendous in Louisiana. Of course,twha
horses mean to the state goes well beyond dolarst.s
They are a source of significant pleasure for yaurth
adults — something everyone should appreciate.eThes
activities are helping to develop youth with chaea@and
leadership skills that are crucial to the futureof

state”.

An awards banquet is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. onQul

The West Monroe Convention and Visitors Bureau is a
major sponsor of the show.

For more information, contact Dwayne Nunez at (225)
578-2255 odnunez@agcenter.lsu.edu
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LSU AgCenter Communications

225-578-5839
rbogren@agcenter.lsu.edu

Cutting the Cost of Horse Ownership in
Tough Financial Times

In a May 200&vww.extension.orgrticle entitled,
“Horse Experts See More Unwanted Horses,
Abandonment, Negletit was reported that “Some
owners are dealing with hard times by abandonieg th
horses on federal land. Others are selling hofises a
auctions, and the animals end up being slaughtered
Mexico or Canada.” These unwanted horses, and the
closing of slaughterhouses in this country, hage al
caused the bottom to drop out of the horse magketde
horses and registered horses are bringing muclatess
sales. And even though there are some excellgoleart
available on the Internet regarding the costs epkey a
horse, in the current turbulent economic situatiemat
horse owners really need are tips on how to cugehor
maintenance costs in order to be able to keep their
horses. According to one eXtension response (fag/47
the annual cost of caring for each horse can ebsily
$500-$3,500 or more depending on confinement/pastur
feed, bedding, labor, veterinary care, etc., aatlighnot
including emergencies. So what are some things a
financially strapped horse owner can do to cutcst
these hard times? Here are some *horse owner and
equine specialist tips for saving money:




Blankets- Horses don't need blankets. Blankets make
humans feel better. However, if you clip your horse
then, yes, put a blanket on him when it gets calso
consider blanketing if you haul during cold weather

Board- Board horses for other people. It's not usually
profitable business, but you can set prices soyinat
own horse care is paid for by your boarders. If g
stall boarding your horse, consider pasture bogrifliit
is a less costly alternative in your area.

Composting If you can, set up a composting pile. You
may actually be able to make some money with your
horse. Local greenhouses and gardeners may be
interested in buying the compost.

Feed- Some horses do very well on hay alone. No oats,
sweet feed, supplements, etc. Note that the hajoHazes

of sufficient quality to do this with your horseldthay

that is low in nutrients could spell disaster galty helps

to educate yourself on what is good hay and whiaads
hay. The best way is to send a sample of hay theo

LSU Forage Testing Lab to get an analysis befote yo
buy it. This also helps you avoid buying poor-qiyafiay
for $10/bale. If it doesn't look/smell/test goodnd buy

it. Sweet feed prices continue to rise. One average horse
will probably go through a bag a week ($936/yr).
Depending on the price of hay, the size of the bat

the quality of the hay, the cost for feeding haynal may
be more than the sweet feed. Some higher-pricdetee!
feeds are a better value because you can feed much
smaller amounts for the increased nutritive value.

Fencing- As reluctant as one horse owner was to
recommend it, electric fencing might save moneyefo
horses tend to lean over fences, pushing theneto th
limits. The best fencing in the world is the onatttihey
never touch (or only touch once). Unless the faatke
only thing separating your horse from a highway yo
can turn the charger off sometimes for days. When y
see the horse starting to lean against the fengetttsesh
grass, turn it on. The horse will soon quit trugtihe
fence, even when it appears to be off. This canm sav
utility costs.

Hay - Buy hay in bulk. This, of course, requires the
ability to store it. Most dealers won't say "If ybuy 100
bales, it's less money." Like all things, the pdea be
negotiated -- it doesn't hurt to ask. In an areare/thay
is premium, they know that they can sell it to tiest
person, so they are typically very strict on their price.
Some dealers let you get it out of their fieldsléss
money.

Not really a money-saving note, but have several
suppliers and rotate through them. Don't rely a @une.
If he's out of town for two weeks or he's out oy hiéls
easier to go down your speed dial list to the e than

to try to find and build a relationship with a neupplier.
Don't try to play them against each other - thékradw
each other and talk on a regular basis.

Always check the hay for mold. Although they witltat,
horses cannot tolerate moldy hay. Avoid the tengnat
to buy the large round bales, unless they have steead
out of the weather and you can also store it othef
weather. Round bales can be a source of food pagon
from contamination if the bales have gotten moiityng
out in fields. Cows have the ability to process agdiay,
but not horses, due to their simple stomachs.

Hoof Care- Do some research and explore barefoot as an
option for your horse. It is cheaper than shoearh.¢o

trim your own horses’ feet. A rasp is inexpensiuegl

you get better at it the more you use it. Alsgafl must
shoe, consider putting shoes only in the front, retliee
horse bears 60% of its weight.

Pasture Have the soil tested before you fertilize the
pasture so you will only spend money on the nutsien
that are needed. Fertilizing makes best use afidtige
grasses or improved grasses. Spray weeds with
herbicides early in the season to keep them from
competing. Plant ryegrass for winter grazing, and
fertilize it generously with nitrogen, but limitaging to a
couple of hours a day. Remove horses to prevent
trampling. If you leave them on it full time, thewll ruin
it in a matter of weeks.

Rodeo and Horse Show ParticipatioGontinue to
participate if you can afford to support the orgation
or event. Just be more selective.

Tack Maintenance Keep tack clean and in good repair.
It will last for years if it is cleaned and oileggularly

and repaired quickly if it breaks. Instead of bgyirew,
consider buying good, used equipment.

Trailer Pool- Consider hauling with a friend or neighbor
if you are both going to the same trail ride orrav&uel

is one of the greatest expenses for recreatioralteyso

if you can reduce it by half, that is significant.

Turnout- Keep your horse turned out as much as
possible. First off, this makes the horse much teapp
than if it is kept in a stall where boredom cardléa
vices such as cribbing. Second, there are no $talls
clean, saving the cost of shavings/bedding, anoineo
has to pick out stalls every day (time savings).

Vaccines- Pick and choose your vaccines. Horses do not
need all the vaccines that are available, espgdidahey

are not being hauled where they will be in closetact

with other horses. Check with your local vet orgigy

to see what the most-threatening diseases are for your
area. Also, if the owner is able to do the vacaimest



Horse Pasture Establishment and Management

her/himself, they can be purchased from vet suppfa
less money, and the owner saves her/himself the vet

trip fee. Horses and pastures seem to go together. Pastorédep

exercise and a low-cost feed source, but unlestuptive,
they provide only exercise. To achieve both gdaisvever,

Veterinarian- Get your horse’s teeth checked at least |
they must have a good start. These steps will help:

once a year; poor teeth will reduce feed efficiency
Serious injuries need immediate attention. Learn to check

your horses’ heart rates, temperatures and capikit| 1. Soil Test —A test is the best guide for correcting
time to determine the extent of any injury. You don soil pH and soil fertility needs. Louisiana parish
need a veterinarian for every scrape, scratch,, lbrygse extension offices have soil sample kits and
or sniffle. Horses heal very well with little human instructions. Soil pH should be between 5.8 and 6.5
intervention. This is a HARD thing for us humansit Lime reacts slowly with soil and is best applied
though, when your horse is apparently hurt. Twthoze several months before seeding; therefore, test soil
weekend emergency vet calls where the horse is not early. Lime applied in the right amount accordiag t
seriously injured and the vet charges are $500arem your soil test, can raise the pH level of the aatll
will cure most horse owners of the desire to patwét this also has the added benefit of allowing the
on speed dial. If you must go to the vet, take youse applied fertilizer to be more effective.
to the vet. This will save the vet's trip fee. 2. Apply Lime and Fertilizer — Apply according to

soil test. If large lime applications are needdawp
Worming - Research shows that tube worming is no some down and disc some in. Disc the fertilizen int
more effective than paste worming, as long as the the soil after plowing. If using nutrient sources!s
wormer gets into the horse. Although many populabwW as manure, apply before plowing or other soll
sites recommend worming every two months, Dr. Denny preparation. To start a vigorous crop, correct lime
French at the LSU Vet School cites research that and nutrient needs before seeding. Annual fertilize
indicates this can lead to more resistance from the applications are required for maintenance. Soil
parasites we are trying to control. Due to our Wweat testing is recommended to perform about every 2 to
patterns, he advises worming in January, then ebeeg 3 years.
months, depending on the level of parasites yotsdw 3. Prepare a Good Seedbed Most forage seeds and
have. Moxidectin has shown excellent control ftinr@e- seedlings are small and require a fine firm seedbed
month period. Do not typically worm during the suerm Finely worked soil allows close seed-to-soil cohtac
since the heat will kill parasites during the hainhs. for germination, and close root-to-soil contact for
Resume worming in early October when the weather early growth. A firm seedbed allows close depth
turns cool again. control for shallow seed placement. Loose and

cloddy seedbeds waste seed and do not sustain early
Horse rescue organizations nationwide are repottieg growth well.
are at capacity and cannot take additional anirfi@lese 4. Buy High-Quality Seed —Use species and varieties
are unusually hard economic times, and it is inguurt which are adapted to the area. Your county
for horse lovers to enter into conversations veawieb, extension agricultural agent can supply appropriate
in their horse owner organizations, or throughrthugal information. Avoid shopping for “bargain” seed.
county or parish Cooperative Extension Serviceffiero The cost difference between bargain and high-
tips and to identify ways horse owners can cutcdt quality seed is very small when the entire expense
you have found ways to cut horse care costs, thierist is considered.
the time to share that information with otherstia horse 5. Forage Crop Adaptation— It is extremely

owner community.

Gloria T. Nye, Ph.D., Family & Consumer Sciences
Agent, St. Landry, St. Martin & Evangeline Parishes

Howard J. Cormier, Regional Equine Agent, Southwest
Region

*Acknowledgment to horse owner:

Kent Woodward, Waypoint Farm, Inc., Timberlake, NC

important to plant a forage crop only where it is
adapted to be grown. Failure to adhere to this
concept results in many disappointments each year.
Some forage crops that make excellent pastures or
hay crops in some parts of the United States simply
are not well enough adapted to be grown in
Louisiana. Examples include timothy, Kentucky
bluegrass, alfalfa and smooth bromegrass.
Adaptation is determined primarily by soil moisture
availability throughout the growing season and by
temperatures, particularly temperature extremes.
Thus, many factors, including soil type, topography
and area of the state, greatly influence adaptation

Categories of Forage Crops- More than 40 species of
forage crops are commonly grown in Louisiana. Hach



normally distinguished as being (1) a grass oganee, (2)
an annual or a perennial and (3) a warm-season or cool-
season plant.

Use the Most-Suitable SpeciesMost Louisiana horse
enterprises utilize a warm-season perennial gasgrézing
during the spring and summer months, and then ka coo
season winter annual is planted in the fall fozgre during
the winter and early spring months. The most common
warm-season perennial grasses used are bermudagrass
bahiagrass and dallisgrass. The most popular wameunal
grass used is annual ryegrass. Clovers such as,wlhinson
and berseem are sometimes planted in combinatitn wi
annual ryegrass for winter grazing. Clovers arechieial
because they are high in quality, they are abtéxotheir
own nitrogen and they can extend the grazing seafsoool
and warm-season grasses. Clovers, however, are more site-
specific than are most grasses. Individuals mag hav
experiment with several species of clover to deii@em
which one(s) perform well on their own particularrh or
ranch.

Warm-Season Perennial Grasses to Choose From

Bermudagrass— It can be grown throughout Louisiana and
is one of the most widely used forage species in the state. It
can be used for hay or pasture. Bermudagrass cplaied
with seed or vegetatively propagated. For horstupasit is
probably best to plant a seeded variety, such @snmm
Bermudagrass. This grass produces a resilientsad t

“heals” well when cut by horses hooves. Vegetatiweeties
such as Alicia, Russell and Jiggs are more sudeddy
production.

Bahiagrass— Bahiagrass is planted with seed, and is adapted
to many soil types in Louisiana. Individuals mustgatient
when attempting to establish bahiagrass as it ocentalarge
percentage of dormant seed that germinate overi@dpaf
months. Once established, however, bahiagrassda®a

very good sod for grazing. Bahiagrass is more axdbjat

sites of low soil fertility than bermudagrass is.

Dallisgrass -t is an adapted grass that is very productive on
alluvial soils and more fertile upland soils in lisiana. It

has good drought tolerance but does not do welleap

sandy upland soils of northern Louisiana or soitk vow

fertility in other areas. It is noted for havingagbto

excellent forage quality. Dallisgrass also suffeosn ergot
problems in the seed head, which can be harmfubtees.

This problem can be controlled in pastures by atigpo
remove the seed heads.

Cool-season Annual Grasses to Choose From

Annual ryegrass— This is by far the most popular winter
annual species for forage. Its high yielding apiléase of
establishment, high forage quality and tendendptim a
dense sod make it a good choice. Its peak growithtie

spring, but it has good fall growth if planted gaahd
weather is suitable. Ryegrass can be planted in mid
September on a prepared seedbed, or it can besegded
over the summer sod in mid-October.

Small grains— These include such species as wheat, oats or
rye. They must be planted deeper than annual rgseguad
generally do not provide as much forage producii®n

annual ryegrass does. Oats can be planted in 8epiember

to provide early grazing in the fall.

Legumes to Choose From

White clover — There are more acres of white clover in
Louisiana than any of the other forage legumeis.best-
suited for use as a companion species to annugiaye. It
is particularly well-suited to be grown in pastubesause it
is quite tolerant of close defoliation.

Crimson clover— It is an upright-growing annual clover. It
produces some fall and winter growth but producestraf
its growth in early spring. Crimson clover is aywgpood re-
seeder.

Berseem clover This species is best suited to be grown on
heavy soils. It has an erect growth habit, andbeadamaged
by close continuous grazing. Berseem clover issifiad as

a non-bloating clover.

Other clovers— Other species that can be grown in
Louisiana include arrowleaf clover, red clover, teukanean
clover and ball clover. These clovers act as amsnaald will
need to be seeded every fall.

Establishment— The establishment process is critically
important because mistakes made here will have lasting
effects. Establishment is not a good time to cuhers or
take shortcuts. In some situations where therigls ér no
existing competing vegetation, it is possible te oe-tillage
drills to establish forage crops. Control or sugpien of
existing vegetation, planting at the proper deith possibly
controlling harmful insects are keys to successtutillage
establishment. In many other cases, however, samert
of tillage is used to prepare a good seedbed fabkshing
the new forage stand. Most forage seeds are srll a
therefore only need to be planted at a depth af ¥ inch.
Seeds can be broadcast on the top of the soilheamdat
cultipacker or roller can be used to press the Beedhe
soil.



Suggested Pasture Seeding Rates

SPECIES GROWTH TYPE POUNDS/ACRE SEEDING DATES

Bermudagrass ‘Warm-season 5 March 1 - June 1

Bahiagrass Warm-season 15 March 1-June 1
Dallisgrass ‘Warm-season 5 March 1 - June 1
Annual Ryegrass Cool-season 30 Sept. 20 - Oct. 15
‘White Clover Cool-season 5 Oct. 1-Nov. 1§
Crimson Clover Cool-season 15 Oct. 1 -Nov. 1§
Berseem Clover Cool-season 20 Oct. 1 - Nov. 15

Control Weeds —Early weed growth can ruin a pasture.
Either use herbicides or clip closely as ofteneaded. If
using herbicides, read and follow all label instiores.

Grazing —Do NOT begin until there are 3 to 4 inches of
growth. The root system must be well establisheaboses
will pull the plants out while grazing.

Grazing Management -Horses graze selectively, often

eating one kind of plant and passing over othdnss [Baves
unutilized areas that become unpalatable and cameally
eliminate the most palatable species. Good management can
reduce these problems and make the pasture mdté. use

Delay Early Grazing— A common cause of pasture failure
is grazing too early. This can occur in early bfenew
pasture or any pasture in early spring. Keep asimat of a
pasture until there is at least 3 to 4 inches ofwjn. Young
plants are easily damaged by horses’ hooves gatidrthe
root systems are not sufficiently developed to prethe
whole plant from being pulled out as horses grAxeid use
of the pasture in early spring when soil is softd Sill be
cut by hooves, and compacting of the soil will gaus
additional damage. Wait until soil is dry and fibefore
beginning spring grazing. Better yet, wait for 3itsches of
growth.

Fertilize Annually —To keep a pasture productive, fertilize
it annually. Again, start with a soil test. Louisé&Parish
Extension Offices have soil test kits and instiutsi Base
fertility applications on test results and retestrg 2 to 3
years. Lime may also be needed as well. The il
also provide this information. Take horses outhef pasture
when liming or fertilizing and keep them out fovseal days
or until after a rain. The most appropriate timasrhaking
these applications are in the spring before graaagins. In
pastures with only grasses, nitrogen can be applgdafter
a grazing period in a rotational system, or in gardusly
grazed pastures to stimulate growth for the ndrt®
weeks.

Manage Grazing— Many pastures are over-grazed, but few
are under-grazed. Either situation is undesirable.
Unfortunately, seasonal growth variations also iGbate to
these problems. Overgrazing is probably the more common
problem for the owner of one or two horses andtéohi
acreage. As a guideline, it takes about 2 acreasiire to
support one horse for an entire grazing season. Frequently,

there are two or more horses on less than 1 acre. The
available forage gets “eaten into the ground,” and these areas
become exercise lots. Not much can be done exaept t
provide more space. Under-grazing results fromrgatoo
few animals in a pasture. Parts of the pasturaetreaten,
and the grass becomes coarse and stemmy, andteswas
The solution is to force the animals to consuméddied

while it is palatable. Confine the animals to atjoor of the
pasture; overgrazing it for a short time. Whenftrage is
consumed in that area, let the horses graze the rest of the
pasture. This is a good time to clip the first asgaead the
manure droppings so they will dry, apply fertilizand

allow the area to recover. This is called rotational grazing
and is one of the most efficient ways to managasiype. A
series of small pasture or paddocks may also lak Use
effect, each area is overgrazed for a short time tlaen
allowed several weeks to recover. The last arebs grazed
may need early clipping to keep them palatable.tirhe for
grazing any one paddock is determined by the ammfunt
forage available, the size of the area, and thebeunmwf
horses.

The accompanying diagram below shows a system for
rotational grazing. Put the animals in paddock A aliow
them to graze until the forage is consumed to abdat2
inches. Leave the gate to paddock A open so hbseas
access to shade and water. Some areas may ndebe ea
well, particularly around droppings. When Area Ajiazed
down, move the horses to Area B, repeating theqohore as
in Area A. While the horses are in Area B, clip dedilize
Area A, spread droppings, and let Area A recovenew
Area B is grazed down, move all the horses to Aea
Continue to rotate the horses from one area tdhanot
throughout the grazing season. This system is mare
efficient than constantly grazing the entire pasfor a
whole season. This system, does however, require mo
labor and management than a continuous grazingrayst
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Clip The Pasture— Regular clipping is one of the least
expensive (but most useful) practices in pasture
management. Clipping an entire pasture after age
grazing removes the unused forage and allows dfeof



plants to start new palatable growth. Previousigeun
grazed areas will be grazed after clippings. Maegds will
be controlled, and droppings can be spread toQlipy.
several times during the grazing season.

Weed Control — Clipping will help to control weeds that
appear in pastures. However, it will not removenadeds.
Those that persist in spite of clipping may neeldeéo
controlled by using herbicides. Louisiana paristeegion
agricultural agents have information about herlgisitb be
used in these cases. Remove animals from the paghan
herbicides are used akdep them outfor the time specified
on the herbicide container. Whenever using anyigest
read and follow instructions on the label.

By

Ron Sheffield, Edward K. Twidwell, Clinton G. Depegw
Vinicius R. Moriera, Lacey S. Urick, Brian D. Ledic,
Carol D. Franze ,LSU AgCenter

Horse Insects in Summer

Summer time has arrived, and horsemen need tod=resi
few items in caring for their horses.

First of all, there are more insects, especiallsséfties, in
warm weather. Trying to do intensive training ghli trail
riding can be discouraging when the horse is cotigta
shaking, swishing, kicking, and even bucking. Blackse
flies get between the teats of mares, or in thatshef
males, and cause a great deal of discomfort. Watsen
those places, the horse’s tail is not effectiveeching
them.

There are many good fly spray products on the nbaloke:
they won't work if they are not applied correctlylight hit
or miss spray that covers only parts of the horifiebe

ineffective, and is simply a waste of time and money. Read

the label, and one is usually instructed on hodd@
thorough job. A fine mist that is not rubbed inafipears as
soon as the spray evaporates. For a better jide 1d treat
for flies after | have bathed my horse. This waosldl if you
ride and rinse daily. The animal is wet, and tgesfiray
attaches to the wet hairs more readily than whendty.
Spraying around the eyes and face is tricky tochgeiting
product in the eyes, but you can spray a rag arosagh,
and brush the face, ears, muzzle, etc.

If you don’t have to bathe the horse, considerydpgawith
fly spray, then brushing the horse down immediatelget
the fly spray in the coat, and not merely on théese of it.
Even a slight breeze will move a lot of the produitif the
mist is fine. Brushing gets it where it needs tddgive
longer fly protection. | am amazed at how difficitilis for
children to brush a horse completely. They alwaissma lot
of spots. If we tell them they are “coloring” therke, they
seem to understand that concept better. With figyspghe
same rule applies. Be thorough, or flies will dttlee areas
you miss.

The legs and under the belly are especially importéou
can do the same side of both legs on one sidehamdmove
to the other side. Spray down to the fetlock aaed, even
behind the pasterns. Spray under the belly, tod waatch
for summer sores that start under the belly, bntatso be
found around the hock area, where flies continugotto the
same spot until a sore if formed. A product caiehat
works well for those areas, as it repels flies, alsd sticks
to the wound for long lasting protection. If yoled®orses
roll and rock back and forth from a sitting pogitichey are
trying to scratch an itch they can'’t reach any ptiay.

Fly masks provide protection to facial areas, egigavhen
grass is tall and seedheads irritate eyes. Gertbhing the
area around the eyes helps keep problems from begom
worse.

Ticks can be worse in summer, especially if yoe iid

wooded areas. They seem to be worse on the trailboss’ horse
that is leading the group through the brush. Tassume a
resting position on shrubs with forelegs outstreti;rand a

reflex helps them attach to any warm blooded creahat

comes along. The first horse usually gets morestibkn

others down the line.

There are many tricks to removing ticks, but thepdest is
just to use a good fly spray. If it requires dihgfiwith water,
use the more concentrated solution and apply djrexcthe
tick, which will usually release within a coupletodurs.
Trying to pull a tick off a horse can result iniatitated
horse, the head of the tick still in the skin, angump that
will last for months before healing and going aw@graying
before going to the woods will help, especiallyward the
front legs, shoulders, neck, flanks, and in théhgirea.
Don't forget the inside of the rear flank, too. T8ensitive
skin there is a magnet for ticks. Check your htinseday
you get home from the woods, and each day aftéfdha
few days, as ticks take some time to begin feedftey they
attach. One of the best times to check is riglarafte horse
is wet down. Even the small ticks are easier td sppen the
horse is wet. Don'’t look for a large round balkstead, look
for a small pink or orange bump that is about the size of
pencil lead, but can be found with the naked eyenthe
coat is wet. Spray those spots after the watemmowed by a
sweat scraper. Be careful not to scrape that spot, as the area
can be painful for the horse.

Horsemen should pay attention to their horses dutiis
time of the year to address the discomfort fromsfliticks,
mosquitoes, and other pests. With regular fly spgagnd
common sense, we can reduce the problem, althoaghiliv
probably never eliminate it.
By
By Howard J. Cormier
Southwest Region Equine Agent
LSU AgCenter



Ranch Horse Clinic to be held in New Iberia

The Louisiana Stock Horse Assoc. will be conducting
ranch horse clinic on July 11, 2009 at SugArendew
Iberia, LA. The clinic will begin at 10:00am. Thindic will
cover Ranch Cutting, Ranch Trail, Ranch Pleasuikig
Cow Horse, and Roping.

The cost of the clinic is $40.00 for pre — entrg &60.00 for
clinic day entry per person. To pre enter or foreno
information, contact Judy Weisgerber at (877) — 33072
or jweisger@bellsouth.net

LaSH will move three competitions

According to the board of directors for the LoumgeStock
Horse Assoc., three of the 2009 shows are goingange
locations. The dates of the shows will stay theeshot the
locations will change.

The changes are as follows:

August 8, 2009 — Farr Arena (Brec) — Baton Rouge, A

September 12, 2009 — West LA Forestry Festival Aren—
Leesville, LA

November 14 & 15, 2009 — LaSH Finals - West LA
Forestry Festival Arena — Leesville, LA

All other competitions remain as scheduled.

LEC Hodges Gardens Activity Big Success

Peggy Bianchi, LEC trails committee chair, repotieat 47
riders attended the Hodges Garder{8 ABniversary
Celebration and ride.

The next trail committee activity will be a ridetime Forest
Hill area of Kisatchie this fall. Although a datashnot been
set, it will probably be in October, so plan tanjohem for a
ride when things are cooler.

For more information, go to the Louisiana Equineial
website.

Horse Tips
Always remember that horses learn from the
release of pressure. Whatever the horse is doing
at the precise time that you release the pressure
is what the horse learns. Timing of the release to
make sure the horse is exhibiting the desired
response is very important.
If you ask a horse for a particular movement
and then give him a chance to figure out what
you are asking for rather than trying to force the
horse to perform the movement can be a better
way to get the proper response.
Both ability and endurance are lowered by not
having your horse in the proper condition.

Horses that are too thin or overly fat cannot
perform to the best of their ability. With the
high summer temperatures that we are
experiencing, this is even more important.

Calendar of Events

July

1-2 Northeast District 4-H Horse Show
Monroe, LA

2-4  Acadiana District 4-H Horse Show

Lafayette, LA
4- A Camelot # of July Trail Ride
www.camelotwildernessranch.com
LSU State 4-H Horse Show Monrog
LA
11-12 LA Stock Horse Assoc. Clinic
and Competition
New lberia, LA
Louisiana’s first Craig Cameron’s
EXCA Extreme Cowboy Race
www.myspace.com/cowboyshowdow

6-11

25 -

August
8 —  La Stock Horse Assoc. competition
Baton Rouge, LA

22 - Extreme Cowboy Race

September
26 — 27 Extreme Cowboy Race

=]

Cleve Weisgerber
Central Region Equine Agent
LSU AgCenter






