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PurchasingHayfor your Horses
Limitedsuppliesrisingcostof fertilizerand
diesel,andthe costof grainmakeit
essentiakhat quality horsehaybe
purchasedor the winter months.
Horsemenare encouragedo buyearlyand
buy adequatesuppliesof quality hayto
avoidpotential shortagesand highwinter
cost.Droughtin muchof the countryis
reducingthe hayavailableand costsare
drivingup the costof hay. Sincehayis
essentiato goodhorsehealthearly
purchasesre necessary.

Horsesneedapproximatelyl%of their
bodyweightin fiber to maintaina healthy
gutanddigestivesystem. Therefore tento
fifteen poundsof hayper dayis desirable.
Thereare completefeedsthat have 15%to
25%fiber in them. Althoughthey havethe
fiber portion of a horse srequirementin the
feed, mosthorseshavea strongdesireto
chewandneedsomethingto occupytheir
time. Boredomoften resultsin vicessuch
aswood chewingandcribbing. Therefore,
it isrecommendedhat horsemenprovide
hayto horsesat all timesto meettheir fiber
requirementsaswell asprovidesomething
for the horseto chew.

Qualityhayshouldbe clean,free of all
foreignmaterials,haveafreshgreencolor,
andsmellfresh. Generallyjn Louisianave
canproducegrasshaythat will testat 10to
14%protein, havefiber levelsbelow 30%
andhaveadequatecalciumand phosphorus

to meetthe mineraldemandsof the horse.
Qualityhaycanmeet 80190%o0f the average
horse senergyandnutrient requirements
and 60 or 70%of a performancehorses
needs. Therefore quality haycangreatly
reducefeedgraincost.

Thestageof maturity is one of the most
criticalfactorsin determiningthe quality of
hay. It isimportant that haybe fertilized
adequatelybut the stageof maturity is
moreimportant than fertilization.

Tablel: Stageof Maturity and Quality and
Consumptionof BermudaGrassHay
Tablel showsthat haycut at 4 weeksof
growth will havea protein levelaround
16%,TDNor energyvalueof 55%,Fiberless
than 30%andthe horseswill consumeup to
18 pounds. Asthe haygetsmore mature
(Tablel) the total protein goesdown, the

Cutting Total TDN . .
Time Protein (energy) Al R
4lweeks 16.9 55 29.5 17.8
8!lweeks 104 51 34.8 15.0
12lweeks 7.7 44 38.0 12.3
16!weeks 3.4 36 42.5 7.4

energyor TDNlevelgoesdown, fiber
increasegramaticallyandthe consumption
by the horsedecreasesadically. Therefore,
horsemenneedto knowthe stageof
maturity of the haythey purchase Soask
your supplierwhenwasthe grasscut last
andhow longhadit grownprior to being



cutfor hay. It ispossibleto purchasehay
that looksgood,smellsgoodandis not
stemyandyet is not adequateto meetthe
horse sneedsandreducethe amountof
grainneeded.

Additionally,it isalwaysgoodto knowwhat
cutting you are purchasing.Thefirst cutting
in the springor earlysummertendsto have
more weeds.Thereforeit isnormally
desirableto purchasefrom the secondor
third cutting. In Louisianaguttingsmaygo
allthe wayinto Septemberand Octoberso
afourth or fifth cuttingmaybe desirable
also.

Themoisturelevelin hayshouldnormally
be below 15%to avoidmold anddustiness.
Unusuallyheavybalestend to be higherin
moistureand more susceptibleo mold
growthandneedto be avoided. If bales
seemheavy,put your handdowninto the
baleto detectheatand/or moisture.

In selectinghayfor horsesthe ultimate
determinationisthe analysisof the hay.
TheLSUAgCentermandother laboratories
will analyzehayfor a minimumfee. Protein,
energy fiber,andmineralcontentcanbe
determined. Thesevalueswill helpbalance
the ration andallowyouto feed minimal
levelsof grainandachievemaximum
performancefrom your horse.

Dr. ClintDepew
StateHorseSpecialist
LSUAgCenter

Blister Beetle Toxicityin Horses
Blisterbeetlesare ¥4 to 1%inchllong,
narrow! bodied,broadheadedinsectsthat
may be foundin alfalfahayoriginatingfrom
certainpartsof the United States.

Aslittle as25ingestedbeetlesmaybe toxic
to anaveragésizehorse.Onebeetlealone
isnot enoughto causetoxicity in ahorse.

Blisterbeetle larvaefeed on grasshopper
eggpodsin the soil of alfalfafields,usually
in the westernUnited States(Texas,
OklahomaKansasColoradogtc.) but can
be found in manystatesfrom Floridato
Arizonaandasfar north asSouthDakota.
Thelarvaeoverwinter,mature,thenfeedin
groupson floweringalfalfa.

Duringthe haycrimpingprocessthe
beetlesarekilled andremainin the hayasit
isbaled.Thebeetlesremaintoxic evenafter
they are crushedandkilled. Sincethe
beetlesgatherin groupsor swarmsjarge
numberscanoccurin concentratedclusters
in afield. Thebeetlesare usuallyfoundin
focalareasof the hay(not spreadout
throughoutall of the bales).

If your horsehappengo eatthat specific
flake of hay,then the chancesf that horse
beingadverselyaffectedare high.

Toxicity

Cantharidinsthe poisonoussubstance
presentin blister beetles.It iscomparable
to cyanideandstrychninein toxicity. Horses
seemto be more sensitiveto blister beetle
toxicity comparedto sheepor cattle,
althoughcomparabledosescancause
problems.

Curinghaydoesnot decreasehe levelof
toxicity in blister beetles.Cantharidinis
absorbedthroughthe intestineandcan
causesymptomssuchasinflammation,
colic,straining,elevatedtemperature,
depressionkidneyfailure,increasecheart
rate andrespiration,dehydration,sweating
anddiarrhea.Thereisfrequenturination



duringthe first 24 hoursafter ingestion,
accompaniedy inflammationof the
urinarytract. Thisirritation mayalsoresult
in secondaryinfectionandbleeding.In
addition, calciumlevelsin horsesmaybe
drasticallylowered,andheartmuscle
tissuesmaybe destroyed.

Animalsthat recoverfrom the intestinal
damagemaydevelopcomplicationssuchas
laminitis (founder)or other systemic
infections.Sinceanimalscandie within 72
hours, it isimperativeto contacta
veterinarianassoonasblister beetle
poisoningis suspected.

Theconcentrationof cantharidindoesvary
somefrom speciedo speciesof blister
beetle. Stripedblister beetlesseemto be
the mosttoxic.

If a horseis showingsignsof blister beetle
toxicity, a veterinarianshouldexaminethe
horse,determinethe riskof blister beetle
ingestionand administerappropriate
therapy.Confirmationof cantharidin
toxicity requiresstomachcontentsor urine
levelsof cantharadin.

Horseownerscanreducethe risk of feeding
blister beetlesto their horsesby
implementingthe following precautions:
Setasideor buy hayfrom the first
cutting, sinceit ismuchlesslikelyto
havebeetlesin it.
Purchaseertified blisterbeetlelfree
hay.
Checlall hayprior to feedingfor the
presenceof blisterbeetles.

Dr.Rebeccé&.McConnicoPVM,
PhD,Schoolof VeterinaryMedicine,
LouisiangStateUniversity

What sHappeningwith Horses?
Many peopleattendedthe 2009Louisiana
EquineCounciHorseExpo held March 13!
15,andwere impressedwith the variety
and quality of activitiesduringthe three!
dayeducationaland competitiveeventat
the Ike HamiltonExpoCenterin Monroe,
La.

Asvendorssetup their booths,clinicianJoe
Wolter started off the activitieswith his
horsemanshigrogram,with afull
complementof riderssignedup to learn
from the Bill Dorranceprotégé.In hisgentle
but clearway, Wolter showedridersan
easierwayto achievethe resultsthey were
lookingfor with their horses At the end of
the day,horsesweretired, but riderswere
excitedaboutnew approacheso solving
commonproblems.Wolter seventtook on
asombernote with newsof the death of
reveredhorsemanRayHunt, who passed
awayMarch12 after alongillness.It was
Huntwho learnedfrom TomDorranceand
Huntwho beganteachingothersworldwide
how to communicatebetter with their
equinepartners.Thisled to the revolution
in horsemanshigommonlyreferredto as
naturalhorsemanshipusingthe horse s
instinctsand natureto helpdevelopthe
relationshipof trust and partnershipwith
the human.

Otheractivitiesincludedthe Peruvian
Pasobilitiesgivinga flashyperformanceof
their specialgaitedPasoFinohorsesithe
GreenwellSpringDrill team performing
daredevilpatternson their horses;David
Carterdemonstratingand shootingfrom his
ExtremeMustangMakeovertop selling
horseSilveradoandperformancesy most
major breedsin the Paradeof Breeds.

JoeWolter took centerstageagainSaturday
in the mainarenato start a colt from the



TomFosheeRanchremuda.Whilethe
audiencewatched,he guidedthe barely
touchedyoungsterthrough his pacesof first
saddlingand mountingwithout ever
bucking.Wolter continuedto progresswith
the colt overthe weekend,explainingand
demonstratingthe methodsthat helped
him becomethe naturalhorsemanheis.

Mark Wilcherlater did areining
demonstration,showingthe western
world smirror imageof dressagewith
horsesperformingathletic maneuverswith
almostimperceptiblecues.

WilliamHetzelof Jenningdroughtout his
workingcowdogsto wow the crowdwith
the control and obedienceof hiscanines
while they movedcattle througha
prescribedpattern.

Other Expoactivitiesincludededucational
programson therapeuticriding, Wild Horse
Ministries,feedsandfeeding,saddle
selection trail riding acrosd_ouisianahoof
care,vet care,bits andbitting, chiropractic
carefor horses knot! tying,andthe LSU
AgCenteiMasterHorsemarprogram.

Afinal eventwasthe drawingfor a
Corrienteranchsaddle whichwaswon by
Rayand PeniArmstrongof Ruston.

ExpoChairRubyCollinsisto be
commendedor doingan excellentob with
a big projectand makingthe entire event
both educationaland enjoyablefor horse
enthusiastsaandthe generalpublic.Next
year sLE(Expois againplannedfor the Ike
HamiltonCenterin earlyMarch.

Theweekendfollowingthe ExpoMarch21,
the SecondAnnualLEG~unRidewasheldin
CaneCampin KisatchieNationalForest.

More than 60ridersrode the windingforest
trailsto enjoydogwoodswild azalea,
huckleberryandyellowjessamineblooming
throughoutthe forest. RichardHebertled
the stockhorsegroup,andSibylle
Waruszcaked the walkinghorseson the
trail. Theweatherwasperfect,andriders
andfamily membersenjoyedthe cowboy
stewafter the ride, cookedby BenD.
PetersonChairmarPeggyBianchiwas
pleasedwith the tack saleandtrail
committeemeetingandhopesto make
nextyear sride evenbetter. Thecommittee
hadatrailswork day April 4 at their newest
projectat HodgesGardensn Florien,which
they areworkingto opento overnight
equestrianuse.

HowardCormier
SouthwestRegionEquineAgent
LSUAgCenter

A Horseman Responsibility
Alot of peopledo not realizethe many
responsibilitiesa persontakeson when
they becomeahorseowner. Besideghe
factthat the horseistotally dependenton
the ownerfor its daily care(feeding,water
andshelter),there are someother areasof
responsibilityfor the owner.

| amtalkingabout mainlytwo areas:1)
preparingyour horsefor the farrier; and 2)
preparingyour horsefor treatment by your
veterinarian.Contraryto somebeliefs,it is
not the responsibilityof either of these
peopleto train your horseto standstill for
treatment or shoeing.Thatisthe sole
responsibilityof you, the horseowner.

Preparingyour horsefor either of these
activitiesis all amatter of de!sensitization|
am surethat mostof you haveheardof or
haveseenmethodsof delsensitization



beingusedby peopleasatrainingmethod.
Preparingyour horseto be workedon by
the vet or the horseshoeiisthe same.You
needto graduallyteachyouhorsenot to be
afraid of havinghisfeet pickedup andheld.
Thisneedsto be donein smallsteps.Maybe
by startingout usingarope or awalking
caneto lift the hoovesslightlyandreleasing
whenthe horserelaxes Bydoingthis
gradually,it will let you proceedto a point
whereyou canlift andhold eachfoot. You
shoulddo this enoughthat you canlift each
foot andtap on the bottom of the hoof.

It istoo late to prepareyour horsefor
veterinarytreatment after he getshurt. In
preparingyour horsefor treatment, he
mustbe delsensitizedn manydifferent
areas.Heshouldbe taughtto accept
objectsin the mouth andmuzzlearea,soas
to allowthe veterinarianto work on teeth,
grabthe tongue,administermedicine(ex.
Pastewormer). Thiscanbe accomplished
by introducingthe horseto atrainingstick
or rope andletting him chewon them. This
will get him usedto objectsenteringhis
mouth. Youshouldalsorub the muzzle the
nostrils,and ears(both insideandout). This
shouldbe done graduallywith the approach
andretreat method. Doingsowill allowthe
vetto examinethe horseandadminister
medicine.

Anotherspotoften forgottenisunderthe
horse stail. D sensitizatiorof this areawill
allowfor the horsetemperatureto be
taken.

Finally the horseneedsto be de!sensitized
to injections.Thiscanbe done by pinching
the horse sskinin the neckareaand
holdinguntil the horserelaxesandthen
releasethe pressure Besurethat you have
control of the horsesothat he will not be
ableto wheelaroundandkickyouwhile
administeringthe pressure.

Anotherresponsibilityof the horseowneris
to be ableto givethe vet certainvital
informationwhenyour horseisin trouble.
Whenyou callthe vet, youshouldbe able
to supplythe followinginformation: 1)
PulseRate(normal36to 40 beatsper
minute); 2) RespiratiorRate(normal10to
20 breathsper minute);and 3)
Temperature(normal100to 101degrees
Fahrenheit).

Remembergdelsensitizingyour horsecan
be extremelydangerouslit shouldbe done
graduallyand neverby a smallchild.

Thinkhow youwould feelif youwere a
veterinarianor farrier andyou hadto deal
with anuntrainedhorse.Dealingwith a
horsethat iswilling to be workedon could
makea differencein the attitude of the vet
or farrier whenthey are makingout your
bill, if youknowwhat | mean.

LAStockHorseAssociation

StartsYearwith a Bang
TheLAStockHorseAssocbeganits 2009
yearwith two recordbreaking
competitions.Thefirst two competitions
were heldin conjunctionwith the LAEquine
CouncilExpo.in WestMonroe, LAat the Ike
HamiltonCenteron March14™ and 15"

LaShs beginningits third yearof existence
andthe turnout for thesetwo showswas
the largestever. Therewere 233entriesfor
the Saturdayshowand 186 on Sunday.

Mr. JoeWolter conducteda workingcow
horseclinicandjudgedpart of the Sunday
show.



Thesecompetitionsconsistof ranchtrail,
ranchpleasurereining,workingcow horse,
andranchcutting.

At present,LaSHas125membersandis
growingeveryday.

Formoreinformationor clinicand/or
competitiondates,goto the website
www.louisianastockhorse.cowr callJudy
Weisgerberat 1!877133593072.

LouisianaStockHorse
Associationmakesprelentry

mandatory

Dueto the largenumberof entriesandan
interestin gettingthe competitionsstarted
ontime, LaSHasimplementeda
mandatorypre entry procedure.Starting
this nextmonth for the May competitionin
FolsomLA,membersmusteither email
their entriesin or callin to enter. Callin
entriesfor eachshowwill be takenfrom
4:00pmto 10:00pm onthe Mondayand
Tuesdayprior to that month scompetition
(ExampleMay 11" or 12" from 4:00pm to
10:00pm). Callsaretoll free at 8771335
3072.Allemailsshouldbe in by the Tuesday
prior to the competition. Theemailaddress
is jweisger@bellsouth.netTherewill be a
thirty dollarfee assessednembersthat
enter the dayof the show.No penaltywill
be assessedor drawingout.
Newmembersof LaSHoiningthe day of
the showdo not haveto prelenter for that
show.

If you haveanyquestions contactJudy
Weisgerbemat the toll free number.

BudgetsCutsSlashLSU
AgCenterPrograms

Budgetcuts from the 2009fiscalyearhave
alreadynegativelyympactedmanyAgCenter

programsin the areasof BeefCattle,Row
Crops Sugarcanef-orestry Wildlife and
FisheriesCommerciabnd Consumer
Horticulture,4'H YouthDevelopmentand
Familyand ConsumeiScience# both the
areasof researchand extension.

Theprojectedfiscalyear2010budgetcuts
will impactthe AgCenteevenmore. Next
year sreductionsare currently estimatedto
be 15%to 26%,in additionto the 09fiscal
yearbudgetreductionof 4.4%.

Reductionso CooperativeExtension

Programs
Reduced~undingof Approximately
30%for extensioneducational
programson significantagricultural
commodities,alongwith 4'H
programsthat serveover 240,000
youthand52,0004!'H club
members.
Eliminate40 extensionservice
programs sixfield extensionservice
units, andfour onlcampusextension
serviceunitswould be eliminated.
Thisisthe equivalentof eliminating
76 facultyand 43 supportstaff.

Reductiongo ResearchPrograms
Reducedundingof approximately
30%for researchprogramson
significantagriculturalcommodities.
Eliminate60 onlcampusresearch
programs,15field research
programs sixfield units,andthree
onlcampusresearchunits.

Thisis equivalentto eliminating89
facultyand 50 supportstaff.

Reductiongo SupportProgramsand
Activities
Eliminate25 administrativeand
institutional supportprograms.



Eliminatel6 facultyand27 support
staff.

Will not be ableto addresscritical
environmentalandregulatoryissues
andmediate
agricultural/environmentatonflicts.

All of thesemeasureswill directly impact
most citizensin all parishesof the state.
Unlike mostinstitutions in higher
education,the AgCentethasno students
from which tuition isreceived. Without
additional revenueto offset the lack of
tuition, thesebudgetcutscouldrequire
the AgCentetto eliminate long!standing
researchand extensionprogramsin
Louisianaand would severelyaffect the
food andfiber industry of Louisiana.

Preventionof EquineCruelty
Act of 2009Introducedin

Senate
OnMarch26,2009,SenatorMary Landrieu
(D'LA)introducedthe Preventionof Equine
CrueltyActof 2009(S.727). Thisbill is
identicalto a bill by the samename(H.R.
503)introducedby Representativelohn
ConyergD!MI) in the Houseof
Representativesn Januaryl4.

Thebill would criminalizethe possession,
transport,sale,delivery,or receivingin
interstate or foreigncommerceof a horse
or horsemeatwith the intent that it be
usedfor humanconsumption. It would
thusapplyto the transportand saleof
horsesfor slaughterin the U.S.orto a
foreigncountry.

Penaltiesvould includefinesand/or one
yearimprisonmentfor afirst offenseor one
involvingfive or fewer horses. Offenses
involvingmore than five horsesor repeat

offenderswould faceincreasedinesand/or
up to three yearsimprisonment.

Thebill amendsTitle 18 of the U.S.criminal
code,whichdealswith animalcruelty
prohibitions.

In the previousCongres$110") Senator
Landrieuintroducedrelatedlegislation,
IThe VirgieS.ArdenAmericanHorse
SlaughtePreventionAct,” (S.311). That
bill amendedthe HorseProtectionAct
(HPA)whichwasenactedin 1970to
prohibit the showing transportor saleof
horsesthat havebeensubjectedto any
painful procesgo accentuatetheir gate.
TheAnimal& PlantinspectionService
(APHISHf the U.S Departmentof
Agricultureenforcesthe HPA.S.311was
referredto andapprovedby the Senate
Committeeon CommerceScienceand
Transportation.

Becausdhe Preventionof EquineCruelty
Actamendsthe criminalcoderatherthan
HPAIt hasbeenreferredto the Senate
Committeeon the Judiciary.TheChairman
of the JudiciaryCommittee,SenatorPatrick
Leahy(D'VT),isa colsponsorof this
legislation.TheBill currentlyhas14 col!
Sponsors.

If you haveany questionsregardingthis bill
pleasecallthe AHC1616H StreetNW 7th

Floor, WashingtonDC20006 - 202296
4031 - Fax20229611970

Email:AHC@horsecouncil.orgWeb
Addresswww.horsecouncil.org

HorseTips
Atrue snaffle bit works on onelto!
one pressure.Howevermany
poundsof pressureyou applyto the
rein isthe sameamount of pressure



you applyto the horse smouth.
Thinkabout that the nexttime you
tear one sheadoff.

Atrue snafflebit is designedto be
worked onerein at atime. Until
you getyour horsevery responsive
to onerein pressure,you shouldtry
not to pull on both reinsat the
sametime.

Doesyour horsehaveatendencyto
chewthe bark of treesin the
pasture?Thishappensfrom time to
time. It canbe anindication that
your horseis lackingsomethingin
its diet. It could be alackof
roughagein the diet (eventhough
your horsemaybeon pasture,he
may needroughagefrom hay
becausehe hasbecomeuseto
havinghay over the winter) or it
couldbe from alackof mineralsor
salt. Oncethey start andfind
somethingthey like, they may
continueto chew.

Calendarnof Events

16 LAStockHorseAssocCompetition
FolsomLA

6 LAStockHorseAssocClinicand
Competition;LSUAlexandria

12 NorthwestDistrict4!H HorseShow
Stonewall LA

19 BiParish4!H HorseShow
(Vernon& Beauregard)

DeRidder|LA

29-30 SouthwestDistrict4!HHorseShow
SulphurLA

29 Julyl SoutheasDistrict4!HHorseshow

BatonRougel A

July

1-2  NortheastDistrict4'H HorseShow
Monroe, LA

214  Acadianaistrict4!H HorseShow
Lafayette LA

6#11 LSUState4!HHorseShow Monroe,
LA
11#12 LAStockHorseAssocClinic

and Competition

Newlberia,LA

CleveWeisgerber
CentralRegionalEquineAgent
LSUAgCenter




