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Animal Health - Prepare a Calving Kit  

Agent/Producer/Faculty of the Month  

Dr. Guillermo Scaglia was born and raised in Uruguay (South 
America). Dr Scaglia had an early interest in agricultural sciences, 
which led him to attend college and earn his BS in Crops and 
Livestock Production. After graduation he worked as a Research 
Scientist at the National Institute of Agricultural Research (INIA) of 
Uruguay for two years.  
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It’s a good idea to prepare a 
calving kit so necessary supplies 
are ready when you need them.  
Place everything in a tool box or 
large bucket.  Items to include in 
the kit include:

Lube 
Chains and handles
OB sleeves
Bucket
Mild soap
Towels
Dip for umbilicus
Flashlight
Calf processing equipment:

Calf scale•	
Knife for castration•	
Tattoo kit•	
Tags•	
Implants •	
Record book•	

Veterinarian contact  information:
There are some medications 
that may help resuscitate calves, 
and in some cases oxygen 
may be indicated.  Talk to your 
veterinarian about protocols 
for calf resuscitation and other 
needed medical supplies.     

Article Written by Christine B. 
Navarre, DVM, MS, DACVIM

State  Extension Veterinarian

Master Cattle Producer Courses near you! Become a
Certified Louisiana Master Cattle Producer this year. Check 	
the website to find out more about courses being offered
in your area.

99th Bull Evaluation Test, Dean Lee.  The 84-day report 
shows progress made during the third 28-day period and a 
summary of performance after 84 days on test. Performance 
data are shown in detail on the Web. Weight gains averaged 
4.38 pounds for the third period. After 84 days on test, the 
group averaged 4.08 pounds daily gain. Average weight at 
the end of 84 days was 1041pounds. Check the Web site for 
more info: www.lsuagcenter.com/beef. 



Calf to Carcass Program and Trip Update 
I recently traveled to Hitch Feedyard in Guymon, Oklahoma to check on the Louisiana cattle on feed.  
We had a number of early pulls and treatments this year in our steer pens (steers were preconditioned 
for 30 days).  While visiting with Hitch management, they recommended that we go back to a 45 day 
preconditioning period next year.  The heifers we sent were preconditioned for 45 days and we have had 
virtually no pulls on those two pens.  We have only had 3 dead out of over 500 head which is very good 
for our cattle.  The cattle are looking good and growing.  We should have 3 pens ready for sale in April.  
The Calf to Carcass Trip is March 30 through April 2, 2008.  We are planning to visit H. D. Page PBR Bucking 
Bulls Ranch, the U.S. Postal Training Center outside Oklahoma City, Express Ranch in Yukon, Hitch Feedyard 
in Guymon, Panda Ethanol Plant in Hereford and Standard Meat Company in Saginaw.  It should be an 
enjoyable and educational trip.  Please contact me if you have any questions about the upcoming trip.

Dr. Tim Page, Coordinator 

February Checklist for Beef Cattle    
General Recommendations

Pull soil samples for summer bermudagrass and bahiagrass pastures to plan spring fertilization and liming.•	
Check with your county agent with respect to pasture and weed control.•	
Check mineral feeders and continue to feed high magnesium mineral. •	
Fertilize 50-60 pounds of N per acre plus any additional soil test recommendations on winter pasture.  •	
Continue to monitor forage height.  

Spring Calving

Check cows frequently during the calving season. •	
Tag calves at birth, record Birthday, ID and Dam.•	
Castrate, dehorn and implant calves.•	
Ensure bulls are in good body condition and have passed breeding soundness exams. •	

Cattle Update: 2008 Feed Market Situation and Outlook
Prices for all major U.S. grains 
and oilseeds will average 
50 to 100 percent higher 
in the 2007/2008 crop year 
compared to just two years 
ago. Prices for energy and 
protein feeds, as well as forage 
crops, will generally be higher 
than producers have been 
accustomed to in recent years. 
Although all feed prices are 
expected to be higher, there 
will be relative feed bargains 
for producers in various 

regions and at various times. 
The beef cattle industry as a 
whole responds to higher feed 
costs by modifying production 
systems to take advantage 
of the feeding flexibility that 
goes with ruminant animal 
production. The industry 
will see changes in market 
incentives that will generally 
favor forage-based production 
and reduced use of concentrate 
feeds. 

U.S. agriculture is operating 
under a new set of rules. 
Driven primarily by biofuel 
demand, competition for 
agricultural resources is 
profoundly impacting all 
agricultural markets, either 
directly or indirectly. Although 
it is not yet clear what the 
permanent impacts will be, 
agricultural markets will, at a 
minimum, be in transition for 
several years.



Cattle Update, continued...                                                                        
 2008 will be a continuation 
of a massive series of impacts 
that will reverberate through 
agricultural markets for several 
years. 2007 was just the 
beginning! The sharp rise in corn 
prices in late 2006 prompted a 20 
percent jump in corn plantings 
in 2007. That acreage increase, 
combined with good yields, 
resulted in a record corn crop 
of about 13.1 billion bushels. 
Ethanol demand for corn in 
2007/2008 crop year, at 3.2 
billion bushels, is roughly 50 
percent higher than the previous 
crop year and almost twice 
the amount of corn used for 
ethanol just two years ago. This 
rapidly growing corn demand 
for industrial use, combined with 
slight increases in corn used for 
feed and exports, results in a 
projected total corn use for the 
2007/2008 crop year of nearly 
13 billion bushels. Because of 
excellent production in 2007, 
corn inventories at the end of 
this crop year are projected at 1.4 
billion bushels. For many years, 
this level of ending stocks would 
be sufficient to allow corn prices 
to drop significantly but that is 
not the case this year. 

There is no relief in sight. 
New-crop corn futures starting in 
September are currently priced 
about $5.20/bu. The demand 
driving these price levels appears 
likely to increase rather than 
decrease in the coming years. 
Current ethanol production 
capacity is about 7.4 billion 
gallons per year using about 

2.64 billion bushels of corn 
annually. However, if all of the 
new plants currently under 
construction are completed in 
the next 18-24 months, ethanol 
capacity will expand to roughly 
13.4 billion gallons and would 
use about 4.7 billion bushels of 
corn per year. A market for this 
increased ethanol production is 
ensured by the recently passed 
Energy Bill that raises renewable 
fuel standards to 9 billion gallons 
in 2009 and 15 billion gallons of 
corn-based ethanol by 2015. The 
corn market takes no comfort in 
the 2008 projected ending stocks 
because the current price levels 
only hold if the U.S. is able to 
produce a string of near record 
corn crops in the coming years. In 
order to do that the corn market 
must maintain planted acres 
and have growing conditions 
that produce near-record yields. 
There are a variety of market and 
production factors that suggest 
this will not be an easy feat.

Both current and new-crop 
corn prices only partly reflect 
underlying demand and supply 
conditions; the current ending 
stock levels suggest that there 
are adequate corn supplies at this 
time. The real question is how 
much corn will be planted and 
harvested in 2008? Much of the 
15 million acre increase in corn 
acreage in 2007 was facilitated by 
a nearly 12 million acre decrease 
in soybeans. Such a decrease in 
soybean production was possible 
with minimal market impacts 
because the current crop year 

started with record 2006 soybean 
ending stocks, the result of three 
large soybean crops in 2004-
2006. 

2008 soybean ending stocks are 
projected to be only one-third of 
2007 levels. Thus, it is imperative 
for more acres to return to 
soybeans in 2008. The market 
is attempting to ensure that 
with new-crop soybean futures 
prices currently trading nearly 
$13.00/bu. In other words, corn, 
soybeans and other crops are in 
a bidding war for U.S. cropland 
in 2008. Additionally, there are 
several production reasons that 
suggest corn will not be able to 
maintain 2007 planted acreage. 
Many of the increased corn 
acres in 2007 were acres that 
followed corn in 2006 rather 
than the more typical 1:1 corn to 
soybean crop rotation. Planting 
corn for a third year on those 
acres will increase fertilizer needs 
without the nitrogen boost from 
soybeans. 

Forage values are generally 
higher in the U.S. for a variety of 
reasons related to both demand 
and supply. Regional droughts 
have affected forage and cattle 
production significantly since 
2002. The extreme drought 
conditions in the Southern Plains 
in 2005 and 2006 resulted in the 
U.S. having record low hay supplies 
on May 1, 2006.  Increased hay 
production in 2007 provides limited 
improvement in hay supplies going 
into 2008. 



In 2007, the ratio of corn harvested 
to planted acres was higher than 
usual, in large part because fewer 
corn acres were harvested as silage, 
a situation likely to be repeated in 
2008. There is little doubt that some 
annual pasture and hay acres will be 
used for other crop production in 
2008 and beyond. 

High grain prices are an incentive 
for the cattle industry to use less 
grain and more forage to the extent 

possible. The primary means for 
the beef cattle industry to use less 
grain is to place cattle into feedlots 
at bigger weights, which means 
that feeder cattle must be grown 
longer as stocker cattle and thus 
represents an increased demand for 
forage. These same conditions may 
also be an incentive for cow-calf 
producers to retain calves to bigger 
weights through the stocker phase. 
Cattle producers must be aware of 
changing market conditions for both 

feed and cattle and be prepared to 
consider a wider range of production 
alternatives. It is not business as usual 
for the foreseeable future and while 
there are significant challenges and 
potential threats, there are also new 
opportunities in the current situation. 
It is imperative to remain vigilant and 
to be prepared to adjust to a very 
dynamic feed market environment.

LSU AgCenter Beef Cattle Extension
Dr. Jason Rowntree
107 Francioni, Baton Rouge, LA 70803
Office: 225.578.3345

SCAGLIA, continued from Page 1

In 1992 he was awarded a 
scholarship from the Inter-American 
Development Bank to pursue his 
MS in Animal Science (Ruminant 
Nutrition) at Texas A&M University 
where he worked under the guidance 
of Dr. William (Bill) Ellis. In 1994 he 
returned to Uruguay and worked at 
INIA for five years. At that time, his 
areas of research included cow-calf 
nutrition and management and 
the development of beef and lamb 
forage finishing systems. In 2002, he 
earned his PhD in Ruminant Nutrition 
at Texas A&M University (his major 

advisor was Dr. Wayne Greene) and 
immediately joined the Department 
of Animal and Poultry Sciences at 
Virginia Tech, first as a Post Doctoral 
Research Associate and then as an 
Assistant Professor. His research 
focused on the evaluation of forage 
systems for cow/calf production, 
the impact of weaning strategies 
on performance and health of 
calves during backgrounding and 
the development of grass fed beef 
systems for small producers in the 
Appalachia region. In December 
2007, he joined the LSU AgCenter 
as a Faculty member at the Iberia 
Research Station, Jeanerette. Dr 

Scaglia’s research interests are in 
ruminant nutrition and forage 
utilization. Emphasis will be placed 
on improving the utilization (grazing 
methods, supplementation, etc.) 
of forages (intake, digestibility, 
and digesta kinetics) in the Gulf 
Coast area, and grazing behavior 
in ruminants. Nutritional and 
management alternatives will be 
developed to improve growth, 
development, efficiency of 
production, and carcass merit in 
beef cattle. Dr Scaglia has an interest 
in environmental nutrition with a 
focus on nitrogen and phosphorus 
metabolism.

Louisiana Market Report - January 2008
Cattle receipts at the 10 auctions reported by the state of Louisiana for the month of January were at 13,663 
head, with 82 percent of that total comprised of feeder cattle. Receipts were heaviest for the first full market-
ing week of the New Year, from January 7-11, where 5726 head were reported.  Numbers declined weekly, with 
2811 head reported from January 21-25; with most major auction markets across the U.S. reporting lighter re-
ceipts in late January as feeder cattle supplies are reported to remain tight over the next few months.  Average 
price of a 400-500 lb Medium and Large number 1 steer for the month of January 2008 was 106.36, compared 
to 113.27 for the month of December 2007, and 111.63 a year ago.  Average price of a 500-600 lb Medium and 
Large number 1 steer for the month of January 2008 was 97.84, compared to 101.51 for the month of Decem-
ber 2007, and 100.10 a year ago.  Average price of a Boning cow for January 2008 was 49.11, Lean cows aver-
aged 43.44.  Compared to 48.61 and 43.92 from January 2007; and 46.70 and 40.98 a year ago. 

Article Written by Taylor Cox, USDA Market News. 

UPDATE, Continued from Page 3
Information provided by  Derrell S. Peel,

OSU Extension Livestock Mktg Spcecialist


