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In June 2008, 4-H members from
across Louisiana will gather on the
LSU campus for a week of learning
and fun experiences they will never
forget. Several brave and passionate
4-Hers will venture to interview or
campaign for positions on the Ex-
ecutive, Fashion, Food & Fitness, and

Technology Boards during this time.
At the end of the week we will have
a new group of board members for
each board. Unfortunately, this
means we are saying goodbye to
the 2007-2008 board members.
Many are graduating, and some have
fulfilled their term, but all the same

we must say goodbye. Executive,
Fashion, Technology and Food &
Fitness Board members have been
asked to share with the 4-H mem-
bers of Louisiana what they have
learned, gained, and experienced
through 4-H. This issue consists of
their stories.

2008 State 4-H President, 2007 National Conference Delegate, and
Graduating Senior —Jonas Augustine

s

The 2007-2008 4-H year has passed
quickly. To begin, | would thank the
4-H members of Louisiana for allow-
ing me the opportunity to serve as
State 4-H President this year. On
behalf of the entire Louisiana 4-H
Executive Committee, we are grate-
ful to have been elected to serve
Louisiana 4-H. Being the State 4-H
President, | have personally grown
as leader and individual. As the
closing for my time as a 4-H mem-
ber and State 4-H President draws
near, | would like to convey a lesson

I've learned throughout my 4-H life.
Each of us is a remarkable and influ-
ential person. We are capable of
living the life we design for our-
selves. Within us is the talent to
shape our own future and create
our own destiny. Each moment we
live is glorious and filled with possi-
bility. Throughout your 4-H experi-
ence and life, keep this feeling of
endless possibility alive within you.

2008 State 4-H Vice President and Graduating Senior—Nick Nash

The Louisiana 4-H Program has
allowed me to meet new people,
make great friends, and make even
more memories which will last a
lifetime. The leadership opportuni-
ties offered through 4-H have
shaped into the person | am today. |
strongly believe every Louisiana 4-H
member should take advantage of
the privileges and opportunities 4-H
offers and use the pillars of charac-
ter to shape them into the leaders

of tomorrow. | would like to thank
my parish 4-H Agents for their help,
encouragement, and belief in me. In
closing my 4-H experience, | know |
am better equipped for the chal-
lenges of the future. | am sure 4-H
will be around for 100 more years
because of the growth of each up-

coming generation. Thank for allow-

ing me the opportunity to serve as
your Louisiana State 4-H Vice Presi-

dent, and remember always make a
difference.
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Serving as your Louisiana State
4-H Secretary/Treasurer for
2007-2008 has been a reward-
ing experience for me. | have
been involved with 4-H for nine
years, but | can truly say that

%8 this year was the greatest. By
g™ being a part of such a prestig-
ious organization, | have re-
ceived many life lessons that |
would not have learned if |
were not a member. 4-H has
provided a sense of belonging to
me. More importantly, 4-H has
made all the difference in my life by
empowering me to make a difference
in the lives of others. | plan to do just

Serving as the 2007-2008 State 4-H
Historian/Reporter has allowed me to
grow as a leader, team member, citi-
zen and most importantly, an individ-
ual. The 4-H program offers avenues

Serving as State 4-H Parliamentarian
has been one of the best 4-H experi-
ences | have ever had. | would like to
thank all of the voting delegates from
last year who saw it fit for me to
serve in this position. | would also

The Louisiana 4-H Program has
allowed me to experience and
accomplish more than | thought
possible. | have had the opportu-
nity to travel throughout the
United States promoting youth
service-learning opportunities,
serve on national boards like the
National 4-H Congress Leader-
ship and Design Teams, and be
featured in the National 4-H
Council’'s annual report, People,
and Teen People Magazines. Further-
more, | have had the privilege to meet

that because making a difference
starts with one person. | want that
person to be ME. | would like to
thank God for giving me the strength
to excel in 4-H; my mom, Ms. Regina
Allen, who pushed me to stay in-
volved in 4-H, and lastly my 4-H
agents and advisors: Mrs. Katherine
Pace, Mrs. Louise McDonald, Mrs.
Karen Martin, Mrs. Lola Shuttle-
worth, Dr. Janet Fox, Mr. Troy
Menard, Mr. Johnny LeVasseur, Mr.
Todd Tarifa, and Antoine Jefferson
and Eve Franchebois (Secretary/
Treasurer 2006-2007). Itis very
hard for me to say goodbye to such a
wonderful organization. Last year, |

to encourage the youth of today to
excel in life, but more importantly it
accepts the 4-H member as he/she is
and merely expands on their personal
effectiveness. The 4-H program has

like to thank the executive board
sponsors Mr. Todd Tarifa and Mrs.
Karen Martin, and all of the other
volunteers who have helped us. Fi-
nally, it is my honor to thank each and
every individual serving on the execu-

with such elected officials as senators,
congressmen, and the president of the
United States. | believe it is my work
within the 4-H leadership and citizen-
ship projects that has taught me one
of my life’s greatest lessons - if | want
change, | must be that element of
change. This fall | will begin my studies
at Louisiana State University with the
goal of obtaining a law degree. Even-
tually, becoming a politician who is
not afraid to take a stance for truth
and justice is my ultimate goal. While |
participate in many organizations, |

2008 State 4-H Secretary/Treasurer and Graduating Senior—ReAzalia Allen

challenged the voting delegates of 4-
H University to “Mark Me Down,
because | am 4-H.” | am so grateful
that they decided to choose me as
their Secretary/Treasurer. My future
plans are to attend Louisiana State
University in Baton Rouge. | will be
majoring in English with a minor in
Psychology. After | receive my Bache-
lors Degree, | plan to attend Law
School. | am 4-H. | pledge my head
to clearer thinking, my heart to
greater loyalty, my hands to larger
service and my health to better living;
for my club, my community, my
country and my world. THANKS
FOR SUCH A WONDERFUL YEAR.

2008 State 4-H Historian/Reporter—Taylor Chargois

not only taught me to be myself, but
to be the best | can be. My advice to
4-H members in Louisiana is to not be
afraid to make a difference in your
club, community, country, and world.

2008 State 4-H Parliamentarian - Conrad Cable

tive committee for all the memories |
will carry for the rest of my life. All
of you have become family to me. |
will never forget the executive com-
mittee of 2007-2008.

2007 National Conference Delegate and Graduating Senio —William Dunckelma

consider 4-H a premier tool for de-
veloping character, leadership, and
service. Certainly, it has been an
honor for my family to be associated
with the 4-H program for over 50
years.
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2007 National Conference Delegates and Graduating Seni r—Lindsey Tassin

My experiences in 4-H have filled my life
with many friendships and taught me so
much. Through my work in service-learning
at the Our Lady of the Lake Children’s Hos-
pital, | have discovered the joy of helping
others and my passion for medicine. Na-
tional 4-H Conference created lifelong
friendships, while Junior Leadership Confer-

ence resurrected my organizational skills.
Every single activity that | have participated
in 4-H has been very enjoyable and educa-
tional. 4-H has truly made me the person
that | am today, and | am so thankful to be a
part of such a great organization. When |
attend Millsaps College, | will miss the
gummy bears shared with Jonas, Will, Lau-

ren, and Mr. Todd, but “"
these memories have
made me a better per-
son.

2008 Regional Representative and Graduating Senior—Katherine Robillard

Looking back on the last nine years, words
can hardly describe the experience and
knowledge | have gained from 4-H. | have
to admit, | originally joined 4-H as an op-
portunity to skip class. | began to pay
attention the following years doing project
books and participating in cookeries. Little
did | know | was well on my way to discov-
ering my future. Over the last several
years, 4-H has drastically changed my life.
My participation on boards and participa-
tion in competitions has helped me pave a
way to facing my fears. When | first began

competing, | was very shy and not so keen &

on public speaking. Now, | wouldn’t even

think twice before agreeing to step out in

front of an audience. The friendships | have
made with other 4-Her’s and agents have
been amazing. Each one unique in their own
way, leaving behind their mark to forever
remain imprinted on my heart. | will never
forget what 4-H has taught me . My advice
to those members both new and old is this;
it is never too late to begin your future in 4-
H, take the inch of opportunity and extend
to reach many more miles. | look forward to
continuing my 4-H experience in college and
using lessons learned for the rest of my life.
Thanks to all of those who help me succeed!

2007-2008 State 4-H Executive Board

Jonas Augustine, St. Charles Parish
Nick Nash, Calcasieu Parish
ReAzalia Allen, Caddo Parish

Taylor Chargois, Calcasieu Parish
Conrad Cable, Union Parish
Rae Addison, Vernon Parish
Robyn Briscoe, Vernon Parish

Javonta Douglas, Lincoln Parish
Weldon Nipper, Claiborne Parish
Jordan Wood, Ouachita Parish
Bianca Teats, Franklin Parish
Julie Barios, Sabine Parish
DJ Rambin, Red River Parish

Paige Chauvin, St. James Parish

Raven Scott, St. Charles Parish
Chrystal Lachney, West Feliciana Parish
Katherine Robillard, Pointe Coupee Parish
Kevin Goebel, Jefferson Davis Parish
Austin Mouton, Vermillion Parish
William Dunckelman, Terrebonne Parish
Beau Foxworth, Evangeline Parish
Claire Galley, Calcasieu Parish
Kelsey McGill, St. Charles Parish
Lauren Ogles, Ouachita Parish
Hudson Smith, Franklin Parish
Lindsey Tassin, East Baton Rouge Parish

Executive Board Sponsors: Dr. Todd Tarifa

Mrs. Karen Martin



2008 Fashion Board Member and Graduating Senior—Jaida Griffin

If you are interested in
the fashion industry and
meeting great people, |
would encourage partici-
pating in the annual
Fashion Board inter-
views at 4-H University.
This is a chance to meet
people with the same
interest, travel, put on a

2008 Fashion Board Member and Graduating Senior—Hal

| have been in 4-H since | was in 4th grade. |
was pretty much destined to be a 4-Her see-
ing as my sister, cousin, best friend, and eve-
ryone else was in 4-H! | started my 4-H ca-
reer with raising chickens (I know what you
are thinking...Hali? Raise Chickens...YES!),
but to say the least it wasn’t my favorite. So |
decided to try out a good many different
things all the way from entomology, horticul-
ture, public speaking, child development, etc.
| didn’t understand the variety of projects
available in 4-H, and | didn’t have much en-
couragement from my friends who were not
enrolled in the program. Upon entering mid-
dle school, | became more involved in 4-H.
My first year of 4-H University | interviewed
to serve as a fashion board members. Unfor-
tunately, | was not selected. | interview the
next year, and was ecstatic to be selected.
Serving on the fashion board has helped me in
ways | can’t even begin to describe. If | hadn't

fashion show and a fashion camp for younger
members, and learn things you never knew
before about the fashion industry; such as
what types of career choices are out there for
those interested in this profession. | would
like to thank the Fashion Board leaders who
are truly wonderful people who have gone
our of their way to make me feel welcome.
They value your opinion and the Fashion
Board is really yours to shape and mold into

been selected to serve, | would have never
ventured out of the shell | was always in, |
would have never experienced what it was
like to help over 100 kids learn to sew, |
would have never known how truly accom-
plished you feel after putting an entire fashion
show on for hundreds of people to watch, |
would have never gotten to Tennessee to
represent the Louisiana 4-H Fashion Board,
and | would have never made the friends |
have made through 4-H. It's hard to believe |
am a High School graduate. | will miss a lot of
things about being a high school student, but
number one on my list is 4-H. | tear up just
thinking about the good times | am leaving
behind. | know | will never let go of 4-H. |
hope to help out in the upcoming years in
everything | can. 4-H will always be apart of
my life. My kids will be in the program and
their kids will be. | know Louisiana 4-H will
never go away because of people who have

something fun and exciting. | would like to
also thank Ms. Tanya Walker for making me
feel special. | have been on State Fashion
Board for 2 years and from the moment |
walked into the interview, | was made to feel
that | had something to offer to the board.
Farewell and Good Luck to all future board
members.

I Wiggins
. experienced
i things that |
have experi-
enced. They
will never let 4
-H disappear. |
look forward
> 5 to seeing 4-H
f{\ grow and ex-
i pand even
. | more. With
' \ that being said,
o | Would like to
3¢ thank all of my
leaders and 4-
H agents, and who knows maybe one of these
days | will be just like them...helping young 4-
Hers to discover a path to success.

A

2008 Food and Fitness Board Chairman and Graduating Senior—Eve Franchebois

Hello fellow 4-Hers! My name is Eve Marie
Franchebois and | have been in 4-H for 9
years. This past year, | was chairman of the
Food and Fitness Board. | have been on the
Food and Fitness Board for three years. | also
served on the Executive Committee last year
(2006-2007) as Secretary/Treasurer. This
particular year for me was unique because |
had the opportunity to attend the Southern
Region Teen Leadership Conference. | repre-
sented the Food and Fitness Board of Louisi-
ana at the conference. | also presented a
workshop on Service-Learning to about 60
people at the conference. In November of
2007, | attended National 4-H Congress. In
February of 2008, | was chosen to serve on
the National 4-H Congress Design Team, so |

will be attending Con-
gress again in the fall of
2008. After 9 years of
4-H, | have learned too
much to put into
words because most of
it is valuable experi-
ence. The 4-H Club
has equipped me with
better communication
and leadership skills. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the many 4-H agents and
adults that have mentored me in 4-H. | would
also like to thank all the friends | have made
throughout the state and the country through
4-H. I will never forget 4-H’s motto, “To
Make the Best Better.” | have mastered the

art of multitasking and record keeping because
of 4-H. The 4-H club taught me to never give
up and to always “shoot for the moon, be-
cause even if you miss, you'll land among the
stars.” My specific board has taught me how
to make nutritional meals and how to teach
younger 4-Hers about proper nutrition and
exercise. Three years of planning and imple-
menting a State 4-H Food and Fitness Camp
has equipped me with planning skills for life.
After 9 years of a wonderful 4-H career, it is
time to say goodbye. | will always remember
the good times and the bad. In the fall, | will
attend Louisiana State University and | will
major in Psychology! To all 4-Hers in Louisi-
ana, keep bleeding green and always “Make
the Best Better!”
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