RiceCercospora Disease
Complex Management

Prepared by Don Groth, Professor, LSU AgCenter Rice Research Station,
Crowley, LA and Clayton Hollier, Professor, LSU AgCenter, Department
of Plant Pathology and Crop Physiology, Baton Rouge LA.
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- Cercospora complex

Causal organism

- Perfect stage: (teleomorph):Sphaerulina oryzinak.
Hara

- Imperfect stage(anamorph): Cercospora janseana
(Racib.) O. Const C.oryzaeMiyake
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C. oryzaean infect rice from the seedling stage to harvest
maturity, however in the United States the disease usually
develops during after heading.
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— The pathogen overwinters as spores in infected plant debris. The
fungus produces new spores in the spring that reinfects rice.
Spores are carried by wind and splashing rain. Movement can b
over long distances.
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The initial infections occurs on leaves usually around tillering and
appear as long linear shaped brown lesions. Lesions start as sme
linear lesions on older leaves and enlarge into longer wider lesion:
Lesions often dry out and have tan centers with a brown borders.
Lesion shape and size can vary depending on susceptibly and agq




~ Most plant parts are susceptible to infection except the roots. On
leaf sheaths the pathogen produces Cercospora net blotch or
sheath rot with a net like pattern of dark veins.
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Head infections usually develop at the internodes and have typic
brown striations from vein discoloration.




Cercospora development is favored by thick stands, high nitrogen
rates and late planting. The disease is exceptionally severe in the
second crop.
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