Celebration Planned for
Dr. Robbins’ Retirement
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| consider this perennial to be rare andre long with deep veins sometimes
thus my interest in the research for thiscribed as pleated and pointed on the

article. Some people are growing it, butSome of my leaves are straight acrossjon
don’t know what it is. To me it is rare the end because of a late freeze ha\ng

because few people grow it and it is diffi-nipped them. Mine has a very narr
cult to find in a retail garden center. Ascream colored variegated edge on
| recall, mine was bought years ago aleaf, but others may be solid green.
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Look at the Chinese Ground Orchid,
Bletilla straiata, magnify your imagina-
tion, and you can see a stem 12 to 15
inches with seven or more miniature pur-
ple orchids reminiscent of the orchids
from which corsages are made! What a
delight to find this in youown garden,
growing with little care, blooming in
March and April. This plant is not in the
LSU AgCenter landscape, however, a
few Master Gardeners have it in their
gardens including Reba Cummings,
Don Mathys, Ashley Higginbotham,
Susan Poeand myself and there are
likely others. You notice one thing we
all have in common, with the exception
of Susan, is that we are “old” and most
received it as a “passalong” plant.
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Good growing conditions are describgd
as part-shade to filtered light, in fertil
well drained soil and moist so that Jt
doesn’'t completely dry out. It may
grown in containers. Most of our loc§l
Master Gardeners growers agree

that and may have learned by trial

error. Reba Cummings originally

plants. Ashley has mostly shade at
home, so her Bletilla are in the sha
and she uses#/#/
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This research has motivated me to qig
On the other handAshley Higgen- some qf mine later and .plant differen
i botham does not think of the plant asto prr?wde t_he best Clond't'olr.]lf Sg tha't/l €
“(( rare. Hers came from her grandmother’%han ave vigorous ciumps fike Lon i
4 % # garden and she has lots ot it. Ashley re- ys.
I)*( I' 2# fers to it by the botanical name, BIetiIIaI hoped _
o D | s e L v s o 0 O e e
$x (1 ( ier to say than Chinese Ground Orchld. '
< 1<l & )$) % LSU articles use both names and juspumerous telephone calls from the ygl-
L% e “Ground Orchid” dropping the lOW pages have come up empty. Henjp-
17 = > “Chinese”. It is native to hill Plant Farm in Sterlington has carri
! 2 22 % (& it, but in late March had none in stock,
)& ' °/|° $ ”) but may get some in the next truck loa
) 2)(n The Bletilla grown by the above named, )
LR RO Master Gardeners are a magenta or pink-assalong” may actually be the best
RRE s e clr, and Asly aiso has 35 0 ol 5 b oS e
$5 1)) 2 (# white variety. enough to share at this time! But you dan
o wgow A The recommended bropadation is b dif:hecl_< W|th_the_ othgr Master Garden rs
& "4 vision of rhizome thc?u ﬁ tge flower d);esmentmned in this article to see if they cfn
! 'O/ ' s T ) s make seed 9 “passalong” some to you.
o Y .
3)) # Happy Gardening!
) , !*0/-. . The rhizome is planted about 4 inches
> deep and 8 to 12 inches apart. The leaves




By Jim Brooks

The President's Message
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NELA Master Gardener Meeling
Minutes from March 11. 2008
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Mest a Master Gardener - Leon McConathy
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Sympathy is extended febbie Rodgers 4 . $ %$$HS$ * &
secretary at the LSU AgCenter, whose father — - $
Bill Skains, age 91, died at the end of March. L&B ((y o ) $) - 4K ) 3
May he rest in Peace and let light perpetual 0
shine upon him. & D % $!
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Juniper Bonsai

Workshop

Saturday, April 5 10

a.m. to 12 p.m. $90
Registration opens

March 4*

In this beginner's class, par-
ticipants will learn everything
necessary to properly care for
and maintain their very own
bonsai tree, including the ba-
sics of pruning, potting and
training. The trees are a
proven easy-care variety. The
roots have been pre-trained
so every workshop produces
an attractive fast-growing bon-
sai. All tools and supplies will
be provided.

Drop-In Children’s Activity
Pot Making & Propagation

Saturday, April 12
10 a.m.to 1 p.m. $3 Fee
Children will

learn how to re-

cycle containers

and make pots

from old newspa-

pers. They will

also learn tech-
niques for growing plants
from a variety of seeds, cut-
tings, and divisions, includ-
ing such plants as succu-
lents, colorful sun coleus,
angel-wing begonias, sev-
eral flavors of mints and
other herbs. Some Zoo Gar-
den plants will also be fea-
tured including fun varieties
such as bat-face cuphea,
bee balm, spider plants and
hens & chicks.

Biedenharn Garden Sym-
posium

Tuesday, April 15, 9 a.m.
to 3:15 p.m.,

$40 per person

To be held at the West
Monroe Convention Center
REGISTER NOW!

To further the art of garden-
ing in the South, the Emy-
Lou Biedenharn Foundation
sponsors an annual garden
symposium each April.

Neil G Odenwald is Professor Emeri-
tus and former Director, School of
Landscape Architecture, LSU

Speakers for this year in-
clude Dr. David Creech, Dr.
Neil Odenwald and floral
designer Terry Conerly.

Moonlit Gardens: Special

Evening Hours

Fridays, April 18 & May 23

9 pm. to 11 p.m.
Admission is Free

Different flowering plants,
take on a completely differ-
ent look under the evening
sky as do Biedenharn's
sculpture and water fea-
tures. The experience is
heightened even more when
the full moon makes an ap-
pearance. Special evening
hours are perfect for cou-
ples, families, and friends!
They are also ideal for night
photography, marriage pro-
posals and garden enthusi-
asts. Professional and com-
mercial photography are not
permitted during this event.

Society for Louisiana Irises  invites you to Lafayette, to taste real Ca-
jun with a dash of Creole, and to attend the 2008 SLI Convention, An-
nual Meeting and Show. We expect a bumper crop of beautiful Louisi-
ana irises throughout the area. Come enjoy the company of
nice folks, dine on authentic Cajun cuisine, listen to the music
and enjoy the other attractions that make this area so special.
April 10-13, 2008 For info: www.louisianas.org
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