| thoroughly enjoyed working
with the NELA Master Gar-
deners during the 2008 Ag
Expo. From start to finish, it
was a unique experience.
Watching the men put to-
gether the deck was great—
they have now marked the
“puzzle” pieces to make the
next assembly a little easier.

NELA Master Gardeners

Busy at Ag Expo

We discussed the first “fast
food"—fruits and vegetables
grown in our own gardens.
I do not believe a single

child thought
of these
items as
“fast food!”
We treated
them to ba-
Pizza Garden |nana chips

The deck seemed to be in “puzzle”
pieces

Once the deck was in place,
I was able to assist with
setting up our Master Gar-
dener displays which in-
cluded the fruit orchard, the
vegetable garden, and the
ornamental garden. The
orchard and vegetable gar-
den were extremely benefi-
cial to the education of area
fourth graders who came on
Wednesday and Thursday.

and craisins
which some enjoyed while
others were a little less en-
thusiastic!  They probably
preferred the “fast food” they
are used to, namely French
fries, burgers, etc. They
also enjoyed the Pizza Gar-
den Simulator. Most of the
children knew calcium was
in the milk they drank but
not in the vegetables dis-
played in our garden. Ray-
fus, a Master

Inside this issue:

Gardener
from Ruston,
really got into
speaking with

the kids.

In addition, | was able to sell
a few 2008 Lawn & Garden
Calendars, pass out free
gardening seeds, and try to
interest people with informa-
tion about the Master Gar-
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Buck Bounds and Otis Young

working at the 2008 Ag Expo 8
dener Rose Sale. | even View of
had Ken Maki autograph his Master
« o Gardener
Back to the Basics” book on displays
landscaping and gardening. at Ag
I had the most fun asking Expo with
volunteers to speak during i‘l’mgf

the Four Seasons Lawn and and

Garden Show, our live Jerry
broadcast on AM1230. Bob v':(;’r’lltl‘;r
Beyer of KLIC was a super the 9
trooper for the NELAMGs. Master
Gardener
Being a new Master Gar- booths

dener, | tried not to answer
too many questions at the
“Ask a Master Gardener”
booth. However, Jim
Brooks gave me great sup-
port and was overwhelmed
with questions himself.

This was a great opportunity
to put in volunteer hours and
take a vacation from work at
the same time. | look for-
ward to next year’s event!

Dr. Ron Robbins and Leon McConathy

Gayle Brooks, Jerry Hunter,

discuss Ag Expo issues
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YELA Mastor Gardoner oot - Tho resients Message

By Jim Brooks
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Drop-in children’s Activity:
“Two Peas in a Pod” Val-
entines—Saturday, Feb-
ruary 9 from 10:00 am to
1:00 pm. Cost: $3.00
Make your valentine the
perfect card this Valen-
tine’s Day. Everything
needed to grow a fragrant
sweet pea plant will be

Hotard
will  pre-
sent gen-
eral prun-
ing tech-
niques for
b ot h
shrubs
and trees.
The pro-
gram  will

included, even the pot.

“Pruning with Care” -
Tuesday, February 19 at
12 pm and 5:30 pm. Res-
ervations required. LSU

include a slide presenta-
tion, a tool display, and
opportunities to have your
guestions answered.
Seating is limited so regis-

By H. C. “Buck” Bounds, Team Leader

3%8 199/

Horticulture  Alley
and other Ag Expo
activities. Several

gram, which now
runs time and a half
9previously 30 min-

MGs took leave from
retirement to volun-
teer, and one or
more took annual
leave from work to
volunteer.

Ag Expo was
held at the IKE for
the first time, and a
special on-site re-
mote of Four Sea-
sons Lawn and Gar-
den Show was con-
ducted for the first
time. Note on the
MG calendar the

utes, now 45). The
Lawn and Garden
segment is on
KNOE-TV at 6:30
am and the Lawn
and Garden radio
show is on Thurs-
days from 7:00 to
7:45 am.

Other  volun-
teer opportunities on
the horizon include
the Landscaping
Classes, weekly
radio programs,
Speaker's  Bureau,

AgCenter agent Steven ter early.
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Thanks to all new time for the and a weekly lawn
who helped with weekly radio pro- and garden segment

on Good Morning
Ark-La-Miss. Con-
tact me to volunteer
for these and other
projects.

Please re-
member that Master
Gardening is a vol-
unteer program, so it
is appropriate for MG
volunteers to volun-
teer to volunteer.
Please don't wait to
be asked. You can
volunteer for what
you consider to be
the choice assign-
ments!
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