During the February 12 NELA
Master Gardener meeting, Dr.
Ron Robbins announced his
retirement from the LSU Ag-
Center, effective 31 March,
2008. The news was met with
much sadness by the Master
Gardeners. Dr. Robbins did
indicate he would still be avail-
able to assist the MGs with
board and association meet-
ings until his position is filled.

Dr. Robbins graduated in 1964
from Clemson University with a
BS in Horticulture with a Fruit
and Vegetable emphasis. He
received his Masters in Horti-
culture—Vegetable Production
from LSU in 1966 and his PhD
in Horticulture—Vegetable
Breeding and Genetics from
the University of Maryland in
1968. He started in horticul-
tural teaching and research
with lowa State University.
From 1972-1983 he was a
vegetable crops breeder and
researcher at Clemson Univer-
sity’s Coastal Research Station
in Charleston, SC. Dr. Rob-
bins was recruited by LSU
AgCenter as Resident Director
of the Sweet Potato Research
Station and transferred to the
Calhoun Research Station in
1988. He took the Master Gar-
dener Coordinator assignment
in 2004.

He will be missed by all of us.

Inside this issue:

Retirement time is upon
me, with an effective date
of 31 March. The last tenth
of my four decade career
with the Master Gardener
program has been a de-
cided career highlight!

LSU AgCenter Northeast
Regional Director Dr. Bob
Hutchinson told me upon
appointing me to the Mas-
ter Gardener Coordinator
position four years ago that
he wanted the Northeast
Louisiana Master Gardener
program to be the best
Master Gardener program
in the state. Dr. Hutchin-
son now regularly makes
highly favorable comments
about your program, and
he assures me that he is

very appreciative of your
service to the LSU AgCen-
ter. Thank you, Northeast
Louisiana Master Garden-
ers, for helping me to end
my career on a high note!

While | am retiring from the
LSU AgCenter, I'm really
not going into full retire-
ment. | will continue serv-
ing as Editor in Chief of
HortScience, which is a
research journal of the
American Society for Horti-
cultural Science, my long-
time professional society.

That will keep me busy
enough, as HortScience
has some 600 submissions
annually. HortScience has
an online submission and
review procedure, which
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will allow me to do my re-
tirement job from home or
from wherever | may be.

Again, you Master Garden-
ers have made the last por-
tion of my career a true
highlight. Thank you, and

may you make your next
Coordinator look as good
as you

have me.
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By Jim Brooks

The President's Message
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NELA Master Gardener Meetlting
Minutes from February 12, 2008
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_ ) " Meet a Master Gardener - Don Mathys
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Saturday, March 8: Plant Dye
Easter Cards from 10 am until 3
pm. $3 fee. Learn how to dye
Easter Eggs the natural way!

Tuesday, March 18: Garden
Critters: Friends or Foes at 12
noon and 5:30 pm. Reserva-
tions required but no fee. Learn
how to identify pests in your
garden and how to get rid of
them by Dr. Gary Wilson, LSU

AgCenter Entomologist.

Sunday, March 16 2-5 pm and
Saturday, March 22 10-5 pm:
Snapshots in the Garden

where families are invited to
take snapshots while Elsong
Garden is in full spring bloom.
Easter decorations will be avail-
able for picture taking as will the
Easter Bunny. No pets allowed.

Register now for the annual
Biedenharn Garden Symposium

to be held April 15.
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March Garden Chores
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West Ridge School Project |

West Ridge Middle School teacher, Lori
Williams, a science teacher, and Michael
Price, the art teacher, wrote a grant to
build a "Learning Garden with a Ninth
Grade Science Teacher. The grant was
approved.

Mrs. Price contacted Dr. Robbins and
asked if the Master Gardeners would
give assistance in building the beds and
in plant selection. Dr. Robbins presented
her request to NELAMG members at a
meeting back in the fall. Five Master
Gardeners met with the teachers and Jim
Aulds, the principal, to discuss specific
needs and plans. Subsequently, land-
scape beds and an arbor were built and

garden paths were defined. The beds
were covered with pine straw mulch and
the planting then began. Steve Hotard of
the LSU AgCenter assisted the teachers
and students with the planting of trees.
Master Gardeners helping at a later date
for other plantings were Roger Cox,
Reba Cummings , Matille Lindsay and
Jim Ware .

Louisiana Iris, bearded iris, cannas, and
Mexican Petunias have been planted.
There is much still to be done on this
project and almost all the grant money
has been used. Jim Brooks did some
research on native plants and as soon as
possible after the students finish their
LEAP tests, more plantings will be done.
If you have plants you need to divide that
will take our hot, humid summers and
need lots of sun, the West Ridge School
Project will be glad to have them

Not only do we need plants but we need
Master Gardeners to lead in the discus-
sion of plants and their needs with the
students at the time of planting. Won't
you join us? Call or email Reba Cum-

mings at 396-8562, 680-9240 and re-
bacummings@bellsouth.net. Roger Cox
is also working on this project and will be
glad to talk with you. ANY Master Gar-
dener is invited to join in this project. A
perk in this project is that the kids are fun
and very shy when it comes to work-but
they try.

West Ridge Middle School is located on
Hwy 80 W past the Well Road exit. Go
by and check out the site. The school is
easily seen from the highway and there
is a now a nice arbor and garden in front
of it.




