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E-MAIL L IST UPDATING  
 
 If  you have an e-mail address, please call our office 
at 363-5646, or send an e-mail to me at 
(kfontenot@agctr.lsu.edu), or my secretary, Susan 
Fontenot at (slfontenot@agctr.lsu.edu).  We will put you 
on our electronic mail list to receive this newsletter as 
well as other informational rice bullets that we receive 
during the year.  Also, this is a  very convenient way to 
send in DD-50 information and also to receive the 
printouts on the field. 
 
 You may also visit the LSU AgCenter home page at 
(www.lsuagcenter.com) where you may find information 
on many different and varied topics.  For rice-specific 
information go to the following site , 
(www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/crops/rice) 
where you will find current information dealing with 
many facets of rice production and the industry itself. 
 
 
 
 
CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES  
 
  
May 1  Deadline for 2,4-D private applications 
 
May 19  Evangeline Parish Rice Disease & Insect 
   Clinics    
 
June 27  Farm Bureau Convention, New Orleans 
   Commodity Meetings-  
    Rice 8:00 a.m. 
    Soybeans & Sweet Potatoes 1:00 p.m. 
 
July 1  Rice Field Day – Crowley, La.  
 
August 1 Private applicators may use 2,4-D 

CATTLEMEN ’S ASSOCIATION  
BI-PARISH SALE  AT 
DOMINIQUE ’S  STOCKYARD  
 
 On Tuesday, June 23, Dominique’s Stockyard 
in Opelousas will host the Annual Benefit Sale for the 
Evangeline and St. Landry Parish Cattleman’s 
Associations. 
 
 On this regular sale day Dominique’s will donate 
1% of the gross revenue of all cattle sold from 
Evangeline and St. Landry Parish on that day back to 
their Parish Cattleman’s Association.  This money is a 
donation from Dominique’s and is not taken from any 
extra commission charged.  Dominique’s hosts this sale 
every year to show their appreciation to local cattlemen 
for their longtime patronage and support.  This sale does 
usually enhance the number of cattle being brought in 
and usually attracts more cattle and a few more buyers. 
 
 So, if you have cattle you are planning to sell, if 
you sell on this date, it not only benefits you but also 
your parish association. 
 
 
 
 
RICE WEB BLOG   
 
The LSU AgCenter’s  Rice Web Log and Rice Cam are 
back for 2009.  This year the web log will follow the 
progress of two fields; a 6-acre foundation seed 
production field of the new variety Jazzman at the Rice 
Research Station and a commercial field near Kaplan, 
showing the different phases of the growing and harvest 
season.  The web log can be accessed at:   
http://lsuagcenterrice.blogspot.com.  The Rice Cam this 
year will show a number of images of the Jazzman seed 
production field.  The Rice Cam can be viewed at: 
www.lsuagcenter.com/ricecam.   
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CENTENNIAL RICE FIELD DAY  
  
          The Rice Research Station, located just north and 
east of Crowley will showcase 100 years of rice research 
innovations and the researchers developing these on 
Wednesday, July 1.  Visitors to the Annual Rice 
Research Station Field Day will be able to enjoy early 
morning tours of research plots.  Researchers will be on 
hand to present research background and findings in their 
particular area at each tour stop.  Tours will begin at 
7:30 a.m. with the last tour truck leaving by 9:15 a.m. 
 After tours, visitors may enjoy the educational 
poster sessions and displays set up under the equipment 
shed.  These will feature university research information, 
as well as commercial agribusiness displays and rice 
industry informational set-ups.  One feature of the 
educational displays is the “Problem Table or Help 
Desk”.  At this table farmers may bring plants in, usually 
in 5 gallon buckets, and get researchers as well as 
Extension rice specialists to take a look at a particular 
problem they may be having in their fields.  
 The main program will begin at 10:45 a.m. in 
the rice dryer and warehouse building with a meal served 
following all speakers and presentations.  
 All activities will take place on the Rice 
Research Station fields and grounds.  Anyone interested 
in learning more about rice and soybean research is 
welcome to attend.  There is no cover charge and the 
general public is invited and encouraged to attend. 
 
 
2 4-D APPLICATION RESTRICTIONS  
 

The following restrictions have been and will remain 
in effect for 2, 4-D product applications for the following 
dates in 2009: 
 
April 1 - May 1  - LDAF permit or waiver for aerial or   
       ground commercial applications 
May 1 - August 1 - No applications by private or 

 commercial applicators of 2, 4-D products. 
August 1 – September 15 – Waiver for commercial  
 air or ground application. 

 
This includes 2, 4-D and all products containing 2, 4-

D such as Grazon P & D, Weedar, Weedmaster and 
Crossbow as well as other products. This ban includes all 
of Evangeline Parish except: area south of La. 104; North 
of Highway 190; and west of Highway 13, where 
permitted applications may be allowed. 
 This ban also includes parts of Allen, Avoyelles, 
Pointe Coupee, Rapides and St. Landry Parishes and 
other parishes in the state, a total of 29 parishes affected. 

BRONZING  
 
Zinc Deficiency is a very common micro nutrient 

problem which occurs in rice.  Early symptoms include: 
Chlorosis - light green off-color; weakened, stretched 
plants (which in severe cases leaves will be floating on 
the surface of the water); dark brown to rusty-(bronze) 
colored spots on the leaves - hence the name bronzing.  
In severe cases partial stand loss can occur. 
 

Deficiencies most often occur in early planted and 
water seeded rice due, in part, to cool to cold 
temperatures, slowing down seedling growth and root 
growth along with it.  High pH soils, inadequate Zinc in 
soil, removal of topsoil as in some leveling operations, 
and deep water during seedling growth also are situations 
in which Zinc deficiency will show in the plant.  Plant 
uptake of Zinc is affected by the temperature and 
adequate root growth.   

 
Even if Zinc is put down pre-plant in fertilizer, the 

deficiency symptoms can still occur, due in large part to 
weather conditions or pH problems. 
 

Plenty of sunlight and warm temperatures will 
correct mild deficiency problems.  If deficiency is severe, 
Zinc needs to be applied in the foliar absorbed-chelate 
form at the rate of .5 - 1.0 lb. of active Zinc per acre.  Use 
the higher rate when deficiency is severe. 
 

Remember to check the weight of the Zinc product 
you will be using as this will determine the amount of 
product to use to get .5 - 1.0 lbs. of active ingredient per 
acre. 
 
Example: If a gallon of the Zinc Chelate weighs 10 lbs. 
and is a 10% material - .10 X 10 = 1.0 active ingredient. 
Whereas a 15 lb. material that is 10% would equal .10 X 
15 = 1.5 active ingredient. 
At .5 lb./acre, the first gallon would treat 2 acres and the 
second gallon 3 acres. 
 

Another example for amount needed per acre: using 
7% Zinc at 11 pounds per gallon 
 
#AI needed (.5)    =     .5      =   .549 X 8 pts./gal. 
% Zn X # gal.              .77     
 
 = 5.19 pints/acre 

 
This example used 7% Zn at 11 lbs. per gallon.  We 
would apply 5.2 pints per acre of this material. 
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2009 DERMACOR PLOTS 
 

 
 Pictured areToby McCown, Dupont Crop 
Protection Representative; Dr. Natalie Hummel, 
LSU AgCenter Rice Entomologist; and Kenneth 
Lahaye, Evangeline Parish Rice Farmer, viewing the 
Rice  Field Test  Plots for Dermacor, rice seed 
treatment. Mr. Lahaye is cooperating on this project 
with Dupont, and Dr. Hummel, by having six 
different treatment procedures, involving not only 
Dermacor but the use of additional Pyrethroid 
insecticides on the test plots.  
 
 The Rice Water Weevil test plots include the 
Dermacor seed treatment, as well as use of Mustang 
Max, Karate, and Trebon insecticides in various 
timing schemes including both prior to and 
following permanent flood, as well as a 
combination treatment of both a pre & a post flood 
application.  
 
 We hope to feature these plots later during 
the year possibly at a field day type function, or 
possibly a combination field tour.  
 
 Anyone wanting more information may sign 
up to receive regular rice insect updates by 
contacting our office or contact Dr. Hummel 
directly at nhummel@agcenter.lsu.edu, to be added 
to her e-mail list for her rice insect  newsletter. 
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2009 EVANGELINE PARISH SOYBEAN 

VARIETY PLOTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Pictured are Rob Ferguson and Jim Shipp, 
Research Associates with the Soybean Variety 
Analysis project, assisting Mr. Michael Dischler 
soybean farmer in the Centerville community. They 
are loading the hopper boxes on Mr. Dischlers 6-
row planter with soybean seed to plant one of 18 
different variety test plots.  
 
 This variety study is one of several located 
throughout the state to evaluate the performance and 
yield of several different varieties of soybeans, at 
different locations on different soil types. As these 
varieties will go through the growing season, they 
will also go through different environmental 
conditions at each location, such as varying rainfall, 
temperatures, insect populations, and disease 
pressure.  
 
 These tests will assist the LSU AgCenter in 
determining the higher producing, more disease 
resilient plants. 
 
 The picture below is of Mr. Dischler actually 
planting one of the plots as he goes across the field 
with his tractor and planter. 
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RICE VARIETY PLOTS 
 
 On May 2 Dr. Steve Linscombe, with the 
cooperation of Mr. Kody Bieber planted one of his off-
station rice variety test plots just west of Mamou, about 
one mile west of Highway 13 on Bieber Road. 
 
 Included are several commercial type varieties, 
several Clearfield variety plots as well as some hybrid 
plots. 
 
 These plots are planted at off-station sties to 
observe and test their performance in the real world, 
away from the research station.  We hope to keep you up 
to date on this test.  This is where the parish rice tour was 
held on May 19. 
 
 
 

DD-50 RICE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM  
 

Below is a DD-50 card used to call in the different 
fields and information.  To enter fields in the program, 
call our office (363-5646), or send in the completed card. 
 Susan, my secretary, will take the information and run 
the program.  She will then mail a copy of the computer 
predictions with growth stages listed by dates as they will 
occur.  Also attached will be a printout matching growth 
stages and expected management practices to be carried 
out.  

 
You may also access the DD-50 program online at 

the LSU AgCenter Website or the Rice Home Page 
mentioned in the first article of this newsletter. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 RICE VERIFICATION FIELD  
 
 This year’s field is on the Sylvester Farm in 
Whiteville, managed by Jefferey Sylvester, and is a 25 
acre field of Jupiter that is being managed under a 
pinpoint flood regime. 
 
 The field was planted on March 19, 125 #’s per 
acre by air.  With spotty rains and flushes rice came 
along well with the only problem coming from high 
winds at planting causing some drift of seed in the field 
giving us a couple of thinner areas.   
 
 The field was fertilized with 175 #’s of urea, 
with an additional 20 #’s of P and 30 #’s of K added just 
prior to permanent flood. No herbicide used up to this 
point. We eventually added Londax to the field on May 
4, and could have done it on a spot treatment basis, if 
possible, due to very little and very segregated aquatic 
weed growth.   
 
 We came back around May 15, just at green ring, 
with an additional 85 # of urea to bring our total of urea 
on the field to 120 # for the medium grain Jupiter.   
 
 The field is growing well and we will keep you 
up to date on the progress 
 
 
LOUISIANA FARM BUREAU CONVENTION    
 
 The Louisiana Farm Bureau Convention will be 
held June 25-28 at the Marriott Hotel in New Orleans.  
Commodity meeting will be held on Saturday, June 27 in 
different meeting rooms.   
 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. – Rice  
 10:00 - noon – Livestock 
 10:00 - noon – Cotton  
 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. – Sweet Potato  
 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. – Soybeans  
 
For more information, contact Farm Bureau office. 
 
 
   
     If you have any questions, contact me at 363-5646, 
230 Court Street in Ville Platte. 
 
 
 
     Keith Fontenot 
     County Agent 
     Evangeline Parish

Louisiana DD50 Rice Field Enrollment Card 
 
Producer (Name) _______________ Parish __________ 
 
Address ______________________ Phone # _________ 
 
City ________________________  Zip Code _________ 
 
Field             Field              Water Variety        Date of 
Name             Acres              Seeded Planted    Emergence   
   (Y/N) (mo/day) 
 
____________   ________    _______    ____________   _______ 
 
____________   ________    _______    ____________   _______ 



 6 



 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
� �
� �
�
�

�
�

�
����	����			�

����������	
�	���
	
���
	���	�����������	���	���	����
��
	������������	 ��������
	���	������
	

��


