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Beneficial Bugs!
by Rusty Batty
It's not unusual to hear of pesky mosquitoes, tgiaaches and stinging fire ants. These are sortteeof
insects that are questionable as to there “gooplgsess on Earth.” On the other hand, we do have swsBets
that are considered good bugs. These good bugsateragainst some of the bad bugs. The good bugghien
numbers of bad bugs, provide food for us by padliovaand honey and allow less use of pesticide.&Som

beneficial bugs could include:
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ILLICIUM FLORIDANUM
By Marie F. Porche, class of 1999

Allurement is expressed in Latin by the wolidium. In the plant world it is used to describe a geoil
about forty species, most attractively fragrant eefdrred to as Anise Trees. One of the spdbieisim
floridanum {llliciaceae}is commonly known as Pruple Anise, Florida An&merican Star Anise, Starbush,
or anise-stinkbush. It is in the ClaséagnoliopsidaSubClassbasal angiosperm®rder:Austrobaileyales,
andFamily: llliciaceae.

The common names are derived from severabchaistics. One of these is the bloom’s very dddive
deep carmine red or maroon (pruple-brown) coldne ffowers have the scent of fresh fish. The Isawden
bruised or crushed, have a strong spicy aniseande scent, which is pleasant to some but olmesxio
others. And lastly the fruit is star-shapdtlicium floridanumis closely related to the Chinese Star Anise, used
as a culinary spice and flovoring. HoweMdigum floridanumis toxic and should not be ingested. The
toxicity is due to the presence of neurotoxin fiveelatively high amounts in the fruits and leacesfirming

and explaining early reports on the toxicity oftpiant.



lllicium floridanumoriginates in Southeastern North America (Flotm&ouisiana). It is a slow growing
evergreen shrub or tree that requires almost nataiaence. It reaches a height of eight to teh fie leaves
are simple, alternate, smooth (without hairs),Hegat, broad, shiny and elliptic with a lengthwbtto six
inches, and a width of one to two inches. In &iBng, early summer the maroon fragrant flowengmrge and
last for quit awhile. The blooms are solitarylive teaf axils and about an inch in diameter. Tétalp are
numerous (twenty-one to thirty-three) with a lineastrap shape. The flowers are hermaphroditéh (imale
and female organs) and are pollinated by insects.

It is found in lowland wet areas, moist, ligilhoded ravines and thickets, or seepages aloali samdy
streams, swamps and at the head of bays. So wblewling it in the landscape, a woodland gardenngu
edge or dappled shade should be considered. | ithwite well in partial to full sun if the lattes well watered.
Changes in the moisture regime of the site shoeldvoided. This plant requires consistently msast and
should not dry out between waterings. This magdigeved by mulching and watering during prolonded
spells, as it has a tendency to wilt. The plarfers acid and neutral soils. Since it is in Eajear it shoud
be used for landscaping where a splash of luxugesen foliage would serve as a good backgrount fia
smaller shrubs or perennials. Planting might cm@ecaway from doorways, because of the long blaora +
late spring to early summer.

Propagation of the seed does not requirerpraent and can be sown in early spring in a greeiséd
Seedlings should be pricked out and placed intwididal pots when they are large enough to handée a
grown in the greenhouse for at least their firsitesi. They should be planted in late spring anty sammer,
after the last expected frost, and given some gtiote from the cold over the winter for the firsar or two.
Hardiness in zone nine ranges from twenty to twdint degrees Fahrenheit. Layering should be domarly
spring.

Propagation using cuttings of half-ripe wobdwd be done during August in a frame. Pot ttérgys
when they start to root and grow them in the gneese for their first winter. Planting should mnd after the
last expected frost. Suckers are sometimes prodaicgome distance from the parent plant. Thesleess can
be potted up in early spring, then grown for a yefore planting them out into their permanent f@ss.

Consult the LSU AG Center if more information issded.

http://www.backyardgardener.com/plantname/pda_4956.html;http://davegacom/guides/pf/go/1533/;http:
llen.wikipedia.org/wiki/lllicium_floridanum;httpMorawww.eeb.uconn.edu/198501449.html;http://wweriti

ata.com/ref/l/illi_flo.cfm;http://www.henriettesheal.com/eclectic/kings/illicium.html; http://www.haettesher
bal.co/electic/kings/pimpinellaanis.html;http://wwpaf.org/database/plants.php?lllicium+floridaniatty://pu
bs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/np97 04t ://www.rnr.Isu.edu/plantid/webtour/species/istesh/starbush.htm;Pa

trick,Allison and Krakow (1995)Qrotected Plants of Georgi&eorgia Department of Natural Resources



A big THANK YOU to Deborah Fournet for reworking the gardens at the AgCenter! The gardens now contain lantana and
lorapentulums, with variegated ginger on the side entrance. The before and after pictures below show just how much was

achieved.
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