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Summer Care of Azaleas
By Rusty Batty

One of the most common plants in our St. Tammangscapes is Azaleas. Thesedodendrons are
used in our area for several good reasons. Thejyealapt to our weather, they prefer our low ads and
they are readily available in size, shape, andradlonost of our local nurseries

To keep your azaleas at there peak performantairteultural practices are important. Follow these

practices to get the best from your azaleas:

— Select a partial-sun to partial-shade locatidns &rea can have 4-6 hours of direct sun dailyidv

late afternoon sun, especially in the summer months
— Choose a southern or eastern exposure overlzenor western one.
— Have a soil test for the pH level — don’t gués& recommend a pH of 5.5.

— Plant azaleas in the fall if possible, followgadvianter, spring and summer. Most azaleas are @taint the

spring because shoppers can see the various colargll remains the best time.

— Plant so that the top of the root ball is levahver slightly higher than the soil of the bedufe roots if

needed.



— Don't crowd plants when planting. Crowded plagtiimits air circulation and can create conditionsre
favorable to disease development and azalea lagenfestation. Know how much the plant will spréadthe

variety being planted and space them accordingly.
— Fertilize with a slow-release formulation in g@ring after blooming is completed.

— Mulch with pine straw or similar material to gptle of 2 inches. Avoid placing mulch in piles arduhe
lower stem of the plant.

— Manage irrigation properly. Azaleas need unifayrm soil moisture — not too dry, not too wet. Ago
overhead irrigation, when practical. Know yourgation water quality. Poor water quality (high gtgh
alkalinity, high sodium) creates problems for aaale

— Prune lightly after spring bloom. Pruning forisgrflowering azaleas should be completed by Jthy 4
Complete pruning for multi-seasonal flowering aaalevithin 2-3 weeks after any bloom cycle is cortgzle

This care will offer the best showing of your azaldor the summer season and beyond.




New Books for the Master Gardener Library

The Master Gardener Booth at the Plant Show earned $386.00. That money was dedicated to
buying books for the Master Gardener Library. | ordered about 20 books with the money, some from
Amazon, some from Books-A Million and some from LSU press. They are in the book cabinet in
Rusty's office. Please sign the books out or come by and browse. There are 4 books on gardening in
the humid South, books on Camellias, Daylilies, Salvia/Sages, Butterflies and Hummingbirds in the
Garden, Square Foot Gardens, Lasagna Gardening, Spiders, and Vegetable Gardening. | will have a
complete list of all books available if Microsoft Word cooperates (and it hasn't so far). | hope you

enjoy them as much as | did choosing them.

Thanks,
Pam Keating

Thought for the month:
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Beautiful centerpiece! Congratulations Scholarship winners! AJ and Dr. Bobby Fletcher, Jr.

Presentation of the $2000 scholarship Our $2000 Scholarship winner, Tyler

The Scholarship Committee

A table full of refreshments

Mrs. Bobby Fletcher, Sr. and
Dr. Bobby Fletcher, Jr.

Courtney Accepts $1000 Scholarship



St. Tammany Parish

Master Gardener Tour

July 14, 2009

As a part of our continuing horticueducation, a tour of Bellingrath Garden near Néobi
Alabama has been arranged. Plans are to leavenal de@sday morning, July 14 from the St. Tammany
Parish Fairgrounds and return at 6pm Tuesday egeAihMaster Gardeners are invited to attend the

tour to further your Master Gardener education.

Contact Us | Site Map | Search

Gardens and Home

Details to be a part of the tour are:

Send $10.00 fee, name, and telephone number toffoeer (Master Gardener Tour

C/O LSU Ag Center PO Box 5438 Covington, LA 70434)

(Make Checks payable to STMG) NO REFUNDS



Participation will be on a first come, first selvasis.

You must have completed half of your required vtden hours

(20 hours for 2008 Master Gardener members, 10shfouveteran Master Gardeners)

Plans are to travel by coach bus. Two 55 passdngas will be reserved (110 seats)

This is a Master Gardener tour, no guests unlesssbdo not fill. Guest may be allowed after the
deadline NO guest reservations!

Deadline to sign up — Friday, June 26

An itinerary will be available w/ more specific dés after the deadline.



Slidell Spring Herb Festival

Have you heard of the saying “build it and theylwidme”? That is exactly what happened at thee8lid
Library on March 31. 2009. A group of Master Gareles from the area had worked on the herb bedthéor
past couple of months. We cleaned, restored, gilaiaind installed a soaker /watering system toestiar
gardens with over 131 people on Marchi'a3 part of the Spring Herb Festival.

The weather had been predicted at any whene 80 - 100% rain for the evening of our eventnc8iwe
had our eyes toward the dark clouds in the skiedeegled to assemble inside for the evening, knghe
skies would open up at any time. The Master Gadegot a chance to show their creative side bgrdéiog
an apron with iron-on flowers, butterflies, dragad and lady bugs before the event started.

Everyone enjoyed the herbal teas that weeredf- featured were Red Zinger with lemon balm@raehge
Mandarin with fresh mint. There were three hegsdor sharing, those included White Bean Dip, He,
and Tzatiziki that showcased fresh herbs from #ré beds. The fresh herbs used were dill, oregzars|ey
and basil. The most popular tasting area hae tihd fresh cookies. A basic sugar cookies reggeused,
but finely chopped rosemary enhanced one plateaKies, while the cookies with the chocolate mieivfoff
the plates.

Over 45 children shared in the activities #nagning were treated to garden stories and infooman
herbs. After each story, prizes were given to¢hmerticipating - the prizes consisted of toolsygk, or seed
packets all with the smaller gardener in mind. Sehparticipating got a chance to make a sacheg asiad
herbs and a drop of oils. Not only did they gettioose the sachet material, but the blend of Hbdyswanted.
An easy raining day project they could enjoy fommaights.

The rain held off and trips to the herb bexlshow the different types of herbs, with theirvgiroy
requirements and how they could be used everyBayarea showing how to grow herbs in containers
encouraged many to go home and start their ownlientb. After learning more about the herbs, many
purchased herb plants that were offered for sale.

The event was well attended and a succesgbulhave not had a chance to visit the Herb BedeaSlidell
Library on Robert Road in Slidell, you need to fiimde to visit the beds. Thank you to all who feglpn this

event - it could not have happened with out yoletand dedication!

Denise Stearns
Master Gardener Class of 2008
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Mark your calendars - 09-09-09 @ 09 (translation Se ptember 9, 2009

beginning at 9 am).

Confirmed guest speaker will be Dan Gill.

We will need people to serve on the planning commit tee and to work the day
of the workshop - if you are interested in helping, please contact Denise

Stearns at 2stearns2@charter.net
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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE
ST. TAMMANY MASTER
GARDENERS ASSOCIATION

Cooperative Extension Service
St. Tammany Parish
1301 N. Florida Street
Covington, LA 70433

Phone: 985-875-2635 (Covington)
Fax: 985-875-2639
Website:
www.lsuagcenter.com/mastergardener/




