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Coastal Creatures: Fables,
Folklore, & Phobias: Facts
about Frogs

Our educational program
at the monthly club meetings
will focus on wetlands and
the creatures that live in
them. Each lesson will ad-
dress specific GLE's that will
be hopefully be helpful in
standardize testing.

What's inside a frog?

What is the difference between a frog and a toad? There
are many intriguing facts about frogs. A frog has a tail as
a baby and webbed feet as an adult to use in swimming. It
has gills as a baby and lungs as an adult for breathing. Tts
skin also helps it breathe. A frog can leap up to 20 times
its body length! And its mating call can be heard over a
mile away. Frogs are beneficial creatures of our state
because they eat insects, worms, and snails that can
wreak havoc in a garden or to a crop.

December CRD

Your Food For Families Drive should be in full swing
now or nearly completed. All 4-H clubs have done such a
terrific job in collecting canned goods and other items for
the needy. You should all be very proud of the work you've
done. Keep it up and set your DVD's to record the Meet
Your Neighbor program on TV 10 on December 5, 2007,
the day of the Food for Families Drive.

Thanks to all clubs who participated in this annual
event. Your donations are greatly appreciated!

Livestock News
The 4-H Livestock
W shows are fast approach-
ing. Deadline for exhibitors

L : to turn in livestock show
<D~y entry forms was November
7 &\f 15, 2007. We hope you got

yours in on time. Upcoming
activities include:

Parish Show & Sale - January 17-19, 2008
District Show - January 24-26, 2008
State Show - February 9-16, 2008

Character Counts

December is a great month for caring and that's the
reason the Pillar of the Month for December just happens
to be "CARING". All of us should be caring individuals. We
should be compassionate, kind, loving and considerate of
others. Another ways to be a caring person is to be thank-
ful and express gratitude for what others do for you.
Don't ever be mean, cruel, or insensitive.

All of these are suggestions for all of us to follow,
especially during the holiday season. Remember, a good
person is someone to look up to and admire; a person who
lives according to the "Six Pillars of Character’.

Governor's & Superintendent’s
Awards

Governor's and Superinten-
dent's awards are given to recog-
nize 4-H members in Livestock and
Poultry projects with emphasis on
production. The 4-H members must
complete the Louisiana Report Form
with a 4-H story. The state winners
will receive a plaque during the
state lives tock show in February.

The Governor's Award will be presented to two senior
4-H members. He/she must be 14 years old on or before
January 1, 2008. The Superintendent's Award will be pre-
sented to two Junior 4-H members. He/she must be under
14 years old on January 1, 2008. These records should be
submitted to the 4-H office by January 7, 2008. If you
have any questions or need further information, please
contact Mr. Charles at 291-7090.

Award of Excellence

The Louisiana 4-H Foundation Award of Excellence
for Junior 4-H members is an award any 4-H'er should be
proud to receive. Only a select group of 4-H'ers will be
given this honor during 4-H Honors Program ceremonies.

The basis of the award will be on a scorecard which
was mailed to all qualified 4-H'ers. The 4-H'er must be
under 14 years of age on January 1 of this school year,
must be in the 7th or 8th grade, must have at least two
years of

4-H club work and must score at least 100 points on the
application and can win the award only once. Submit com-
pleted scorecard to 4-H agents no later than December
7, 2007.
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Club of the Month

In general, all November 4-H meetings were very
good. Meetings were a real pleasure to attend. The offi-
cers and members are doing a great job in conducting the
meetings and taking care of club business.

Judging for Club-of-the-Month will continue this
month. Here are a few items we will be looking for at club
meetings the rest of the school year:

*  The secretary's minutes should be written and read
as minutes. Do not use the notes taken at the meeting
on the information sheet.

* CRD, Treasurer, and Reporter reports should be
given, using the forms handed out earlier. A report
should be at least one paragraph long.

*  The Program Leaders should have a Project Report,
Guest Speaker, Skit or Play, or a Demonstration to
get the full points in this part of the meeting.

* A member, not an officer, should make motions and
second the motions.

* Listen carefully to what the president is saying. If
he/she asked, "Are there any corrections to the min-
utes?" Don't make a motionl Wait until asked.

To see a list of last month's Club of the Month winners
please go to our parish website.

Arbor Day

Each year Arbor Day is cele-
brated in Louisiana on the third Fri-
day in January. That date this com-
ing year is January 18, 2008.

Arbor Day is a nationally-
celebrated observance that encour-
ages people to conduct tree planting
and learn about proper care of trees.
When determining a location for a
new tree it begins with careful plan-
ning. With a little research for the
right tree, it can add a new attraction to your landscape.
A few points to consider are to avoid collisions with power
lines, sewage lines and foundations of buildings.

We are inviting all clubs to do something special for
Arbor Day as the January CRD project. Here are a few
suggestions:

* Trees can be planted at school or on other public
property, with permission.

*  Trees could be planted and dedicated as a memorial, a
living monument to those who have made contributions
to your community or school.

Key Club Award

The Louisiana 4-H Foundation Key Club Award is for
Senior 4-H members is an award any 4-H'er should be
proud to receive. Only a select group of 4-H'ers will be
given this honor during 4-H Honors Program ceremonies.

The basis of the award will be on a scorecard which
was mailed to all qualified 4-H'ers. The 4-H'er must be 16
years of age on January 1 of this school year., must have
at least three years of 4-H club work, have completed one
year of Junior Leadership and must score at least 140
points on the application and can win the award only once.
Submit completed scorecard to 4-H agents no later than
December 7, 2007.

Clover Corner
Hi New 4-H Members!

I'm back again as promised and check-
ing on your 4-H work. How is that book
coming along? I made lots of suggestions in the November
Hotline and if you finished all of the work, you're doing
great.

December is a good month to work on some of the
pages towards the front of the book. Last month I sug-
gested you could get a head start on pages 12 to 23. If
you haven't started, now is the time. This section starts
with "Let's Look At You" This is a fun section because
you are the "star". When you learn to sew on a button on
page 13 don't sew it right on the page, follow the direc-
tions carefully. Follow step 4 on page 14 when you do the
backstitch!

All of the food projects are fun. Be sure fo write
down everything you did. The Dig Deeper on Page 17 is
easy, don't forget it.

After the Working with Children Section is the En-
ergy Section. Do all of it, you probably learned some of
this in a Science class. Before you know it, that section is
finished.

The Animals and Us Section is a good ohe to do when
the weather is bad. All of it can be done indoors, and it's
fun, too. It includes pages 47 to 55.

Use the holidays to do things you skipped. In January,
finish the Plant Section and the Environment Section. You
can get started on these if you want to. We are going to
also talk about records, the back of the book, and then
you are finished.

Remember to keep your book neat and clean and deco-
rate it if you wish. Pictures are always a good idea. Have a
safe and happy holiday and see you next month.

Happy Holidays\

Clover

Yours Truly,
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