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CALADIUMS 

Made for Shade – by Rusty Batty 

 

Now, nearly three years after Hurricane Katrina, many yards and trees are providing more shady conditions.  A common 

recommended plant that I suggest for shade is the caladium.  They are easy to grow, thrive in our heat and humidity, and offer a wide 

variety of foliage color in shady places. 

Caladiums grow best in shade to partial shade with preferably 2 to 4 hours of morning sun.  A well drained soil with 

compost, rotted manure or peat moss, will help ensure healthy plants.  Avoid a hot, dry, sunny location, even though there are some 

varieties that will “tolerate” these conditions.   Plant in mid-May through June and typically see great color through October. 

If you buy the plant from a nursery, be sure not to transplant in direct sun.  Most nurseries grow their caladiums in shady 

greenhouses and direct sun will literally burn the leaves.  Caladiums in 4-6 inch pots should be planted 8-12 inches apart.  Tubers can 

be planted now (June) 1”-2” deep.  Fertilize with a slow release fertilizer around each tuber.  Keep the bed mulched and well watered. 

Old varieties like Carolyn Whorton and Festive are very common; however, there are many varieties that do well and will 

thrive in St. Tammany Parish.  Consider Aaron (white/green), Tom  Tom  (rose red), June Bride (white) or Miss Buffet (chartreuse).  

Check out many more of the 2007 recommended varieties at: 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/lawn_garden/commercial_horticulture/ornamentals/Best+caladium+varieties+in+2006+and+07+lands

cape+trials.htm 

 

After planting your caladiums follow these simple steps: 

 

·  ���������������		�
��	���������

·  
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������
��������
���

·  �����
���
�����

·  �����   �

�

You and your plants will have it “made in the shade”. 

 

 



A SPALSH OF COLOR     
Submitted by: Marie F. Porche, Class of ‘99 

 

      Amaryllis (Hippeastrum x hybridum), a native to South Africa, is a large, bell-shaped or lily-like flower.  It makes an excellent 

garden subject and pot plant, as do its hybrids.  Bulbs are available from North America, Holland and South Africa.  Dutch hybrids 

have the largest flowers.   

     Good quality bulbs of named varieties may produce up to six flowers on a single stalk.  Amaryllis bulbs may produce flowers for 

up to 75 years, when properly handled and cared for. 

     Amaryllis has the greatest landscape impact when grown in clumps of ten plants or more of the same color.  Use them as a 

foundation planting against nearby evergreen shrubbery or plant in terraces, tree islands, on slopes, near a gate entrance, or in borders. 

Amaryllis will grow in almost any good garden soil as long as it is well-drained.  An elevated bed (6 to 12 inches above the existing 

grade) may be necessary to assure good drainage.  A soil rich in organic matter will provide best growth.  Plant bulbs about a foot 

apart, leaving the tops barely covered with soil.  Mulch the planting to conserve moisture and to help control weeds. 

Late September or early October is the recommended time for planting outdoors.  If you are transplanting bulbs from older crowded 

beds, transplant them in fall when foliage turns yellow and begins drooping (a natural process at the end of the growing season). 

When grown in containers, amaryllis prefers a sandy-loam soil mix.  You can mix your own by combining one part leaf mold or 

composted manure, one part loam soil and one part coarse sand.  Some garden centers will sell soil mixes designed for bulbs.  The 

mixture should be slightly acid, with a pH of 6.0 to 6.8. 

     When potting, bulbs and soil should be dry before repotting.  Off-shoots can be removed and repotted separately at this time.  Late 

October is the best time for this activity.  Use a small pot in relation to the bulb size.  A pot is generally considered large enough if 

there is room for an inch of soil between the inside edge of the pot and the bulb.  Place two or three pieces of broken clay flower pot or 

½ inch of gravel in the bottom.  Amaryllis like to be slightly root bound.  Be sure to add enough soil so that one-half to two-thirds of 

the bulk neck is above the soil surface.  Leave ½ to one inch of space between the soil surface and rim of the pot to facilitate watering.  

A thorough watering is essential immediately after potting.  Maintain the bulb in a slightly moist soil condition until flowering.  When 

flowering starts, increase the frequency of watering to prolong flowering.   

     Container-grown amaryllis can be transplanted outside as soon as the danger of frost has passed.  The large Dutch bulbs are 

favorites with collectors and others who want the pleasure of bringing a bulb to flower in their own homes.    The species amaryllis is 

smaller flowered and much prized by collectors.  There are A. striata and its varieties in shades of salmon to near pink; A. calyptrate 

with fragrant green flowers; the “blue” amaryllis, A. Worsleya Rayneri, with mauve-tinted, ruffled flowers; and Mrs. Garfield, a 

named variety of A. reticulate, having a cream-colored stripe down the leaf midribs and pink-and-white flowers with the coming of 

autumn . 

 

     Dr. Ira Nelson of Louisiana State University has discovered some beautiful South American species.  A number of these are 

definitely yellow.  One especially fine one is A. Evansae, which opens creamy yellow and fades to white.  Foliage and flowers are 

much smaller than those of the Dutch amaryllis. 



     Bring amaryllis into growth in a house with a minimum temperature of 60 degrees.  With proper ventilation, they do not seem to 

suffer, even when in summer, temperatures go up to the 90’s.  Good light is necessary to keep flower scapes straight. 

After flowering, amaryllis usually produce heavy foliage.  This must continue to grow for at least 6 months to let the bulbs “fatten” 

and make buds for the flowering.  As foliage yellows, usually in the fall, dry off the bulbs and store at 45 to 50 degrees.  When new 

growth shows, bring the bulbs to the light, water them, and feel assured that they are set for another round of bloom. 

     Amaryllis is not generally attacked by insects.  Grasshoppers are sometimes a problem on amaryllis grown outdoors.  See your 

county Extension agent if you have questions or concerns about pesticide application and use.  Complete failure of the plant to flower, 

small flowers, or poorly formed flowers, may result from several conditions: excessive use of high nitrogen fertilizers; rich or highly 

fertile soil used for potting or planting beds in the garden; diseases such as red blotch or leaf scorch; digging and resetting bulbs before 

they have matured, (maturity may be indicated when the foliage has yellowed and begins to droop); or poor soil drainage and aeration.  

Excessive shade may result in small flowers of poor color.  On the other hand, excess sun may cause bleaching of the flowers. 

 

Resources:   Paul A, Thomas, Extension Horticulturist, The University of Georgia College of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences 

Cooperative Extension Service; How to Grow Amaryllis, gardening-resources.co.uk; Sydney Park Brown and Robert J Black, UFAS 

Extension. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS LOGAN!! 
 
     Logan Travis Bordelon was awarded the Bobby Fletcher, Sr. Memorial Scholarship during the Master Gardner meeting on May 

21st.  In attendance were his parents, Chris and Sharon Bordelon.  Logan recently graduated from Covington High with the following 

accomplishments:  National Honor Society Member, Vice President of FFA at Covington High, graduated with honors – maintaining a 

3.5 GPA during all four years.   Logan was also involved in livestock showing, specializing in swine and chickens.  He plans to pursue 

agriculture and pre-veterinary studies.   

 

- Terry Farrar, Master Gardner 2007 
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The Crosby Arboretum   
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Free to arboretum members; $4 for non-members. The Crosby Arboretum Interpretive Center is 
located on Ridge Road (between Wal-Mart and Interstate 59) at Exit 4, in Picayune, Mississippi.  
Please park in the Visitors Lot and take main trail 450 feet to the Visitors Center. For more 
information call the Arboretum office at (601) 799-2311.                                                 
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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE 

ST. TAMMANY MASTER 
GARDENERS ASSOCIATION 

 
Cooperative Extension Service 

St. Tammany Parish 
1301 N. Florida Street 
Covington, LA 70433 

 
Phone:  985-875-2635 (Covington) 

Fax:  985-875-2639 
Website: 

www.lsuagcenter.com/mastergardener/ 
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