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The Poultry Post 
 Farm biosecurity means doing everything possible to protect your poultry and 

livestock. The goal is to reduce the chances of infectious disease being brought onto 

your farm and also moved off your farm.  Diseases can be carried onto your farm by 

people, animals ,insects, vehicles, or farm equipment.   

 Recent events in avian flu and swine flu should prompt all farmers to review and 

enhance their biosecurity practices.  An outbreak of one of these disease would not only 

damage your economic situation but could impact the United States domestic poultry 

and livestock. industries. 

 Some of the greatest risks to your farm are non-commercial birds, farm visitors, 

and unsanitary farm equipment or manure.  There are six common sense biosecurity 

measures that USDA Animal and Plant Inspection Service recommends all growers can 

follow to prevent or minimize the likelihood of and outbreak: 

1. Keep your distance-restrict access in and out of your farm 

2. Keep it Clean-wear clean clothes, scrub shoes, and wash hands before entrance to 

poultry houses 

3. Don’t Haul Disease Home-wash vehicles and clothing after visiting feed stores, res-

taurants ect, or friends with birds 

4. Don’t Borrow Disease-don't share farm equipment! 

5. Know the Warning Signs-increase in mortality, sneezing, coughing, poor appetite, 

drop in egg production, swelling around the eyes, neck, and head, discoloration of 

wattles, or tremors 

6. Report Sick Birds Immediately –to company personnel or local State Veterinarian 
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• Keep all household pets out of poultry houses 

• Monitor rodent control programs regularly 

• Disinfect all equipment going in and out of houses 

• Designate one pair of shoes to wear in the poultry houses 

• Shower and change clothes and shoes before going to public places 

• Properly dispose of dead birds 

• Avoid contact with wild birds, waterfowl, backyard flocks and live 

bird markets 

• Keep a log of all vehicles in and out of farm 

Farm Biosecurity Tips 
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