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FRA Gulf-States Forest Products
International Trade Center (GULFPIC)

The Louisiana Forest Products
Laboratory was successful in working
with the Mississippi State Forest
Products Laboratory and the Auburn
Wood Products Development Center
in receiving a Fund for Rural
America Planning Grant (FRA) to
establish an International Trade
Center for the Southern Region. Out
of 600 initial proposals, only 35
received a grant. The planning grant
will be used to develop a proposal
which, if funded, will provide funds
to establish an International Trade
Center. About 30% of the 35 plan-
ning grants will be funded. At stake
is up to $4 million over a 4-year
period.

The FEA Gulf-States Forest
Products International Trade Center
(GULFPIC) will be designed to
enhance the involvement and under-
standing of international trade for
southern forest products industries.
These industries are very important to
rural economies. A regional approach
will be taken through the cooperative
efforts of forest products associations,
universities, and government agen-
cies throughout the Southern states.
Since international trade issues are
very broad, a combination of re-
search, extension, and educational
activities will be developed. This will
provide a broader and more complete
base of expertise that can be easily
accessed by all interested.

Initially, GULFPIC will provide
information on foreign markets and
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trade issues in forest products.
Working directly with forest products
companies and other identified
groups should provide a better
understanding of specific issues.
These issues combined with environ-
mental concerns will be used to
formulate mission-oriented research
and outreach efforts. Resulting
information will help increase our
competitiveness in global markets. In
addition, information will be devel-
oped to provide knowledge for long-
term strategic planning for rural
areas. This combination of efforts
will enhance the ability to provide the
most short- and long-term informa-
tion desired.

Inherent in all projects will be the
wise use of our forest products to
obtain the greatest value added prior
to leaving our shores. In addition, a
better understanding of forest prod-
ucts that originate outside the US and
compete in or supplement our domes-
tic markets will be developed.

Technology transfer will be
provided through a comprehensive
interactive database that can be
accessed through the Internet as well
as through direct contacts, work-
shops, conferences, newsletters,
media articles, fact sheets, and
reports. In addition, extensive coop-
erative efforts with university and
Foreign Agricultural Service exten-
sion personnel will be developed and
maintained,
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Log Yard Profile:
Louisiana Style

When logs and pulpwood are
brought to a mill, they are usually
stored in a yard until actually
needed by the mill. This assures
that there will be enough logs
nearby to keep the mill operating
during wet weather. Dr. Niels de
Hoop and Susan Kleit (formerly
with the LFPL) have compiled
some general descriptive informa-
tion about log yards in Louisiana.
They identified 129 log yards in
the state. Thirty-seven responded
to the questionnaire, representing
both small and large companies.

The yards averaged 18 acres in
size (° to 46 acres) with a capacity
of 47,700 tons (or about 1600 truck
loads). Half of the yards had a one-
acre paved portion. Sixty-one
percent of the yards handled pine
species almost exclusively. The
rest handled mixed hardwood
species and some pine. Seventeen
percent of the yards handled or
stored wood chips. Virtually none
of the yards handled shortwood.

{continued on page 2)

It is now important that we hear
from you to learn of your desire to
work in the international trade arena
as well as provide issues that you
would like to have information on.
Please contact Ramsay Smith (504)
338-4155 or e-mail wsmith@lsu.edu.
with comments or for additional
information. B
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