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Louisiana Forest Products Industry Development: A Call For Action

Over two years of basic research
conducted at the Louisiana Forest
Products Laboratory shows that there
exists significant opportunity for
further development in the forest
products industry in Louisiana. Such
development can create rural employ-
ment opportunities and increase the
value of the state’s forest resources.

For any successful effort to move
forward, a state-level forest sector
development initiative is necessary.
This initiative must have strong
government leadership, interagency
cooperation, adequate program
funding and strong industry support.
State government at the legislative
and executive levels also needs to be

supportive and committed to an
industry development program.

Because of the ability and need to
vertically integrate industry data and
information from the forest to the
marketplace, it would make sense for
a state-level agency to take the lead
role in forestry and forest products
industry program initiatives,

Following is an excerpt from a
recent position paper developed at the
Louisiana Forest Products Laboratory
that discusses criteria for a successful
forest products industry and recom-
mends elements of an action plan to
advance development of this industry
sector.

Jack Bagent,
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Working In Cooperation

The Louisiana Forest Products Laboratory is
continuously working to provide or access
additional services for you. One way to do this
without adding additional personnel is to work
closely with other departments in the University
and other government agencies and industry
associations around the state such as the Louisi-
ana Fumnishings Industry Association (LFIA),
headed by Jack Sickkinen, and the Louisiana
Foresiry Association, headed by Buck
Vandersteen. I want to highlight in this issue one
of our biggest supporters at LSU in working with
people around the state, This is the Louisiana
Cooperative Extension Service, headed by Dr,
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Criteria for Forest Products
Industry Growth and
Development

Numerous states have a commit-
ment to forest products industry
economic development. The follow-
ing points relate to a national study of
such programs,

Development and expansion of
existing value-added industry compa-
nies is the number one ranked
strategy employed as opposed to
recruitment of outside companies.

The top three program goals in
ranked order are to increase employ-
ment, attract and expand value-added
industry and support rural economic
development.

The most important component
for programmatic success is having
an adequate forest resource base to
sustain development efforts. This
closely followed by the need for
strong government leadership,
favorable state economic conditions,
interagency cooperation, adequate
program funding and strong industry
support.

State economic development
agencies are most often the impetus
for development programs, followed
by state government at the legislative
and executive levels.

State forestry departments take
the lead role in most industry pro-
gram initiatives and rank second only
to state legislatures and the U.S,
Forest Service in an advisory role.
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