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SOIL TESTING
Dr. Ronald J. Levy, Specialist Dean Lee Research an d Extension Center

The LSU AgCenter offers a variety of soil tests ataht tissue diagnostic tests to meet your
planning needs for profitable production. Fees gbdrat the.SU AgCenter Soil Testing and Plant
Analysis Laboratory (STPAL) are cheaper than any commercial laboratory onair@sts. The
STPAL offers adequate fertilizer recommendatiornselleon latest results of Louisiana-specific
research. Over fertilization can waste your monay may cause adverse environmental
consequences. In addition, STPAL uses a moderityjagsurance program to improve its analytical
process for accuracy and efficiency.




In general, soils that differ in appearance, cnapwgh or past treatment should be sampled
separately, provided the area is of such size ahg@that it can be fertilized separately. Foheac
sample, collect soil from 10 or more places in esainpling area in a zig-zag fashion so as to make a
representative sample. Mix thoroughly before fglia sampling carton or container to be mailed ¢o th
Lab. One soil sample should represent 10 acresser Avoid sampling directly in the fertilized band
Proper sampling depth depends on the kind of coappyan to grow. We recommend you collect
upper 5-6 inches of soil. You need to take soilgasevery 2-3 years to ensure that you update fiel
fertility conditions. We recommend that you collectd submit samples 3-5 months before your
projected planting date to ensure that you havetyplime to plan your liming and fertilization
program for the upcoming season.

Optimum pH for corn, grain sorghum, and soybearike range of pH values from 5.8-6.5.
Lime should be applied when soil pH < 5.5; preférat the fall so acidity can be neutralized before
crop growth begins the following spring. Ag linf€alcium carbonate) or Dolomitic lime
(Calcium/Magnesium carbonate) are the most commuaseyl sources. Lime recommendations, if
needed, are shown on the Routine Soil Testlts offered by the LSU AgCenter Soil Testing a
Plant Analysis Lab.

Soil pH has a dramatic effect on the availabiityhative and applied plant nutrients. With the
high cost of applied nutrients, having the rightoaimt and being available are the keys to an efficie
fertilization program. Don't let fertility becomgour limiting yield factor. Take soil samples towy
local LSU AgCenter Extension Office in preparatfonyour 2009 crop.

CORN UPDATE

2009 CORN HYBRIDS FOR GRAIN

The following table lists the results of the 2008 C orn Commercial Variety Trials. This
information is posted on the LSU AgCenter website a long with agronomic data for each
location.

http://www.Isuagcenter.com/en/crops livestock/crops /corn/Variety Trial/2008+Corn+Hy

brids+Performance+Trials.htm

Table 1. Highest Yielding Corn Hybrids in 2008 amng five Louisiana Locations

2007 2yr
Corn Hybrid DLRS MRRS NECL! NEL' RRR$ AVG AVG
AgriGold A6479VT3 129 150 169 171 69t 158 -
AgriGold A6632VT3 146* 175 166 171 155 163 -
AgriGold A6633VT3 133* 171 157 166 166 158 -
Belle 1545RY 134* 163 160  187** 145 158 163
BH 8895VT3 145* 163 165 171 151 159 -
BH 9078RR/PL 135 142 140 154 138 421 -
BH XP 7005RR/HX 127 180 160 176 168* 162 -
Croplan 6831 RH 137** 158 163 170 164 158 170
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Croplan 751 VT3 MF 135*
Croplan 851 RR/BT 133**
Croplan 8950 RB 135**
DEKALB DKC61-19(VT3) 135*
DEKALB DKC62-29(VT3) 132*
DEKALB DKC62-99(VT3) 137*

DEKALB DKC66-23(YGCB/RR2) 133*
DEKALB DKC67-23(YGCB/RR2)154**
DEKALB DKC67-87(YGCB/RR2)147**
DEKALB DKC69-40(VT3) 135*
DEKALB DKC69-71(YGCB/RR2) 123

Dyna-Gro 57K33 153**
Dyna-Gro 57P12 118
Dyna-Gro 57V05 142*
Dyna-Gro 57V21 137*
Dyna-Gro 57V85 142*
Dyna-Gro 58K40 143**
Dyna-Gro 58K81 137*
Dyna-Gro 58P27 135*
Dyna-Gro 58P45 137**
Dyna-Gro 58P59 129
Dyna-Gro 58P60 122
Dyna-Gro 58Vv24 148*
Golden Acres 27207 124
Golden Acres 2841RRB 149*
NC+ 6361RB 130
NK N68B-CB/LL/RW 125
NK N68B-GT 134*
NK N78N-GT/CB/LL 150*
NK NX7976 CB/LL 143*
Pioneer 31D61 (YGCB) 141*
Pioneer 31G71 (HX1/LL/RR2) 136**
Pioneer 31P40 (RR2) 143*
Pioneer 31P42 (HX1/LL/RR2) 139*
Pioneer 32B29 (YGCB/RR2) 132**
Pioneer 33M53 (RR2) 137**
Terral TV25BR23 126
Terral TV25BR71 133**
Terral TV25R31 141**
Terral TV26BR41 127
Terral TV26BR61 122
Terral TV26R73 134*
Terral TV26TR41 133*
Terral TVX28R92 133*

160
139
164

160
151
142
156
179
178
139
157
164
153
159
166
164
162
149
169
167

176

176
170

165

161
157
156
149
179
148

201*

169
165
172

171

170

151
178
173
168
185*
141
177
173

167
157
152

159
137
136
153
116
168
129
139
163
161
164
155
153
156
134
161
159
161
153
175

172

160
172
146
145
162
151

187*
162
184*
184*
163
164
167
155
161
158
156
135
172
141

176
181
175

61
145
53
180
182
172
157
188*
176
184*
181
177
169
174
164
177
178
189*
182
190*
186*
178
187**
150
153
183
172
183
182
190*
179
177
183
184**
176
179
194**
184*
158
195*
163

141
108
133

150
157

152
155

171*
176*
153
102

148
153
143
152
156

163
148
162

160
121

179**
141

161
139

127
172*
164
152
161

143

170**

143
151
161
145
161
181*

170**

138

179**
135
167*
168*

156 -
144 162
152 161

153 -
144

144 -
155166
170 173
168 178
143 -
142157
161 169
154 164
158 -
157 -
157 -
159 167
146 -
161 -
160 167
155 171

162 173
165 -

161 -
157 171

155 171
150 -
149 -
165 -
155 -
171-

164 171
165 -
516 -
161 173
160 169

158 168
165 170

165 173

157 171

165 171
141 -
169 -
156 -

! Data from Dean Lee Research Station, AlexandrlzZR®); Macon Ridge Research Station,
Winnsboro (MRRS), Northeast Research Station,d8eph Clay (NECL) and Loam (NEL) and Red
River Research Station, Bossier City (RRRS). Adlds are expressed in bushels per acre.

* Highest yielding (P = 0.10) at this location iQ0B.
** Highest yielding (P = 0.10) at this location lioth 2007 and 2008.
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GRAIN SORGHUM UPDATE

2009 GRAIN SORGHUM HYBRIDS

The following table lists the results of the 2008 G rain Sorghum Commercial Variety Trials.
This information is posted on the LSU AgCenter webs ite along with agronomic data for each
location.

Table 1. Yields of Grain Sorghum Hybrids in 2008 mong Five Louisiana Locations.

2008 2-year
Sorghum Hybrid CRS NRSF NRSN RRS RRRS AVG  AVG
Asgrow A571 137 99 113** 104 111 113 111
Dekalb DKS53-67 156 123* 125%* 117** 117 127 122
Dekalb DKS54-00 146 129**  123* 111** 112 124 123
Dekalb DKS54-03 136 120* 114* 86 111 113 -
Dyna-Gro DG751B 158**  123* 111 87 114 119 111
Dyna-Gro DG758B 143 103 92 100 104 108 105
Dyna-Gro DG778B 106 66 83 57 89 80 -
Dyna-Gro DG780B 151 111* 102 110* 110 117 112
Dyna-Gro DGGX07163 132 112* 113* 101 119* 115 -
Dyna-Gro DGGX07664 144 95 106 85 118* 109 -
Dyna-Gro DGGX08170 162* 105 92 113* 105 115 -
Garst 5464 147 123* 91 101 114 115 -
Garst 5515 140 94 102 98 120* 111 -
Golden Acres 3552 151 76 64 110* 104 101 -
Golden Acres 3696 131 104 122* 104* 119* 116 -
NC+ 7R83 148 117* 102 102 110 116 109
NC+ 8R18 147 126* 113** 111* 112 122 117
Pioneer 82G10 166* 102 112 82 122* 117 -
Pioneer 83G66 150 110* 110 109* 116* 119 -
Pioneer 84G62 152 102 118** 105** 118** 119 117
Terral TV1050 150 119* 131* 112* 114 125 112
Terral TV93S92 148 119* 116* 73 105 112 104
Terral TV9421 145 128* 109 95 112 118 106
Terral TV94S91 154 94 106 96 107 111 -
Terral TVO6H81 150 129* 112* 82 113 117 109
Terral TV96H91 145 110* 102 93 107 112 107

! Table includes 2008 yield data by location witlotyear average where available.

?Data from Central Research Station, Baton RougeS)CRlortheast Research Station, St. Joseph
Irrigated (NRSI) and Non-Irrigated (NRSN); Ricedearch Station, Crowley (RRS); Red River
Research Station, Bossier City (RRRS). All yieddls expressed in bushels per acre.

* Highest yielding (P=.10) at this location in 2008

** Highest yielding (P=.10) at this location in 2007 and 2008.




WHAT'S GOIN’ ON...

LSU AgCenter Establishes Farm Financial Assistance Hotline For Agricultural
Producers Impacted By 2008 Hurricanes
Dr. Kurt Guidry

Increased input costs, tight profit margins, and tw 0 major hurricanes have all created a
very difficult year for many of Louisiana’s agricul tural producers. Having two major
hurricanes make landfall at harvest time has greatl y impacted projected revenues for
producers at a time in which increased input costs has left very little margin for error. For
many producers, this combination of high production costs and hurricane related shortfalls
in revenue will likely create significant financial difficulties as they begin to close out their

2008 production and begin to focus on 2009.

While a profitable outlook for 2009 production woul d certainly help alleviate some of the
concerns regarding 2008 shortfalls, a recent downtu rn in commodity prices has
unfortunately created a less-than-optimistic pictur e. Among other factors, growing
concerns over the potential for a domestic and inte rnational economic downturn has
resulted in sharply lower commodity prices. Despit e a downturn in fuel and fertilizer

prices, current projections for profitability for m any of the state’s agricultural commaodities
appear to be very marginal and certainly not to the level that would suggest excess capacity

to compensate for 2008 shortfalls.

Given the current situation and outlook, the LSU Ag Center has established a farm financial
hotline to assist producers impacted by the hurrica nes in making financial decisions in
these difficult times. Producers looking for inform ation regarding financial management and
disaster assistance programs or wanting to request individual farm financial consultation
are encourage to call 225-578-2266 . The hotline will be located in the LSU AgCenter’ S
Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusine ss and will be in operation from 8:00

am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday.

Producers will be able to receive information regar ding current USDA assistance programs
as well as other farm management and marketing info rmation. In addition, producers can
call the hotline to request an individual farm fina ncial consultation. Producers wanting
individual farm financial consultation will be plac ed into contact with LSU AgCenter
Agricultural Economists to schedule an individual ¢ onsultation session. LSU AgCenter
Economists will work with the producer in developin g crop budgets as well as whole farm
cash flow statements for the 2009 crop year. In ad dition, assistance will be given to help
producers examine alternative crop enterprise selec tion mixes as well as examine
alternative financing strategies that might be avai lable.

In order for LSU AgCenter Agricultural Economists t o develop relevant and meaningful farm
financial plans, producers will be requested to pro vide the following information regarding

their operation for the analysis:

A minimum of 1 year of production cost records (pre ferred 2 to 3 years)

A 5 year yield history

USDA base program acres and payment yields (by farm number)

A list of all non-secured debts, including current balances (This would include
items such as fuel bills, fertilizer bills, etc.)

A list of all intermediate and long term loans, inc luding payment levels and dates
and
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current loan balances

Remaining balances on any 2008 crop production (ope rating) loans
List any additional 2008 expected revenues

Information regarding family living expenses

Louisiana Soybean Association (LSA)

LSA is a producer-based soybean organization affili ated with the American Soybean
Association (ASA) and the United Soybean Board (USB ). This organization has many roles,
including updating statewide soybean producers on ¢ urrent legislative and environmental
issues. The LSA has representatives on the ASA and USB boards. This allows Louisiana
issues to be brought to a national audience. As am ember of LSA, you support local, state,
national and international promotion and use of soy beans. Membership is available to
anyone involved in production agriculture. Agribusi ness personnel are strongly encouraged
to join.

When you join the LSA, you become a member of ASA, which is the collective voice of
25,000 U.S. soybean producers and other agbusiness personnel that are members of the
association. By making the choice to become a membe r of ASA you make that collective

voice even more powerful.

ASA is your advocate in Washington D.C., on issues like biodiesel legislation, the Farm Bill,
transportation infrastructure and market access. Th is important policy work is paid for by
your voluntary membership in ASA, and cannot come f rom checkoff dollars. As your
number one advocate, ASA testifies before Congress, lobbies Congress and the
Administration, provides written comments on key is sues, helps develop key legislative
language on soybean initiatives and relays informat ion about the importance of ASA issues
to the media.

ASA’s commitment to policy development begins with the grower-members. They elect state
Board members and voting delegates who establish th e policy goals for ASA. For more than
85 years, ASA has been working on behalf of its mem bers to build demand, enhance profit
opportunities and protect the soybean industry. ASA is proud to represent its soybean
grower members, and is looking forward to another 8 5 years of success.

To increase its representation on the national leve I, the LSA is seeking new members to be a
part of their organization. By purchasing a three year membership to the LSA for $155.00
the new or renewing member will receive credit for four bags of seed at their respective seed
dealership. After paying for a three year membershi p and purchasing your seed as you
normally do, send in a copy of the receipt and wher e you purchased your seed back to LSA
by June 30 th, 2009. Your account at that seed dealership that you choose will then be

credited for four bags by the respective seed repre sentative.

The seed companies participating in the LSA members hip drive are: Asgrow/DeKalb/DPL,
Croplan Genetics, Delta Grow, NK/Syngenta Seed, Pio neer and Terral. If you have any
guestions on joining LSA call Charles Cannatella 33 7-207-4730 or go online at
www.SoyGrowers.com .




UPCOMING EVENTS

November
11/12 Louisiana Agricultural Sciences Association M eeting —
Baton Rouge, LA for details contact Dr. Brooks Blanche
sbranche @agcenter.lsu.edu
January
01/07 Evangeline and St. Landry Parish Rice and Soy bean School —

Ville Platte, LA for details contact Keith Fonten ot
kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu

01/09 Tri-State Soybean Forum — Oak Grove, LA fo r details contact
Myrl Sistrunk
msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu

01/21 Northeast Louisiana Crop Production Forum — D elhi, LA
for details contact Keith Collins
kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu

01/25 The National Conservation Systems Cotton & Rice Conference
Mid-South Corn & Soybean Conference
Mid-South Precision Ag Conference
Marksville, LA
for details goto  www.nctd.net

PERSONNEL

STATE EXTENSION SPECIALISTS
Dr. Jack Baldwin, Professor, Entomology, Baton Roug e
jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu
Responsibilities: Soybeans, Corn & Grain Sorghum

Dr. Kurt Guidry, Associate Professor, Ag Economics and Agribusiness, Baton Rouge
kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu
Responsibilities: Soybeans and feed grain economic marketing

Dr. Clayton Hollier, Professor, Plant Pathology, B aton Rouge
chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu
Responsibilities: Grain Sorghum, Soybeans, and C orn

Dr. Ronald Levy, Assistant Professor and Specialis t, Dean Lee Research and
Extension Center, Alexandria
rlevy@agcenter.lsu.edu

Responsibilities: Soybean, Corn and Grain Sorghu m

Dr. Charles Overstreet, Professor, Plant Pathology , Baton Rouge
coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu
Responsibilities: Nematodes in all agronomic cro ps
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Mr. J Stevens, Associate Professor and Specialist, Dean Lee Research and Extension
Center, Alexandria
jstevens@agcenter.lsu.edu
Responsibilities: Soil fertility for all agronom ic crops

Dr. Daniel Stephenson, Assistant Professor, Weed S cience, Dean Lee Research and
Extension Center, Alexandria
dstephenson@agcenter.lsu.edu
Responsibilities: Soybean, Corn, Grain Sorghum, and Cotton Weed Control

Dr. Bill Williams, Associate Professor, Weed Scien ce, Macon Ridge Research Station,
Winnsboro
bwilliams@agcenter.Ilsu.edu
Responsibilities: Soybean, Corn, Grain Sorghum, Cotton, Wheat and Rice
Weed Control

EXTENSION ASSOCIATES
Rob Ferguson, Dean Lee Research & Extension Center, Alexandria
referguson@agcenter.lsu.edu _ cell phone: 318-308-4191

Jim Shipp, Dean Lee Research & Extension Center, Al exandria
jshipp@agcenter.lsu.edu _ cell phone: 318-880-4835




PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION

Parish County Agent E-Mail Address
Acadia Barrett Courville beourville@agcenter.Ilsu.edu
Allen Randall Bellon rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu
Avoyelles Carlos Smith csmith@agcenter.lsu.edu
Beauregard Keith Hawkins khawkins@agcenter.Isu.edu
Bossier Joseph Barrett jbarrett@agcenter.lsu.edu
Caddo John B. LeVasseur jblevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu
Calcasieu Jerry Whatley jwhatley@agcenter.lsu.edu
Caldwell Jimmy McCann jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu
Cameron Gary Wicke gwicke@agcenter.lsu.edu
Catahoula Cliff Watts cwatts@agcenter.lsu.edu
Concordia Glen Daniels gdaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu
East Carroll Donna Lee drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu
Evangeline Keith Fontenot kfontenot@agcenter.Isu.edu
Franklin Carol Pinnell-Alison cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu
Iberia Blair Hebert bhebert@agcenter.lsu.edu
Iberville Louis Lirette llirette@agcenter.lsu.edu
Jeff Davis Allen Hogan ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu
Lafayette Stan Dutile sdutile@agcenter.Isu.edu
Madison R. L. Frazier rfrazier@agcenter.lsu.edu
Morehouse Terry Erwin terwin@agcenter.Isu.edu

Richard Letlow

rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu

Natchitoches

Hubert Wilkerson

hwilkerson@agcenter.lsu.edu

Ouachita Richard Letlow rletliow@agcenter.lsu.edu
Pointe Coupee Miles Brashier mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu
Rapides Matt Martin mmartin@agcenter.lsu.edu
Red River David Yount dyount@agcenter.lsu.edu
Richland Keith Collins kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu
St. Charles Rene’ Schmit rschmit@agcenter.lsu.edu
St. Landry Keith Normand knormand@agcenter.Ilsu.edu
St. Martin Alfred Guidry aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu
St. Mary Jimmy Flanagan jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu
Tensas Dennis Burns dburns@agcenter.Isu.edu
Vermilion Andrew Granger agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu
Washington Henry Harrison hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu
West Baton Rouge Louis Lirette llirette @agcenter.lsu.edu
West Carroll Myrl Sistrunk msistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu

West Feliciana

James Deuvillier

jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu

RESEARCH PERSONNEL

Scientist

Location

Responsibilities

E-mail Address

Dr. Roberto Barbosa

Dept. of Ag
Engineering, Baton
Rouge

Pesticide application,

nozzle selection and
variable rate
application

rbarbosa@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dr. James Board

School of Plant,
Environmental, and
Soil Sciences’

Soybeans: water-
logging and other
cultural practices

jboard@agcenter.lsu.edu
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Dr. Don Bouquet

Macon Ridge
Station, Winnsboro

Nutrient Mgmt., BMP,
and variety testing

dboguet@agcenter.Isu.edu

Dr. Ernie Clawson

NE Research
Station, St. Joe

Soybeans: variety
testing and early
planting

eclawson@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dr. Jeff Davis

Dept. of
Entomology, Baton
Rouge

Soybean: entomology

jeffdavis@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dr. Dustin Harrell

Rice Research
Station, Crowley

Research Agronomist

dharrell@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dr. Fangneng Huang

Dept. of
Entomology, Baton
Rouge

Corn & grain
sorghum: insect pest
management

fhuang@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dr. James Giriffin

School of Plant,
Environmental, and
Soil Sciences’

Soybeans and corn:
weed management

jariffin@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dr. Roger Leonard Macon Ridge Grain crops: rleonard@agcenter.lsu.edu
Research Station, sustainable IPM
Winnsboro programs
Dr. H.J. “Rick” Macon Ridge/NE Corn & grain hmascagni@agcenter.lsu.edu
Mascagni Research Stations, sorghum: production

Winnsboro & St.
Joe

and variety testing

Dr. Donnie Miller

NE Research
Station, St. Joe

Soybeans: weed
control

dmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dr. Steve Moore

Dean Lee Research
& Extension
Center, Alexandria

Corn: breeding and
aflatoxin

Soybeans: weathering
Coordinator for variety
testing

smoore@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dr. Boyd Padgett

Macon Ridge
Station, Winnsboro

Small grain diseases

bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dr. Ray Schneider

Dept. of Plant

Soybean: pathology

rschneider@agcenter.lsu.edu

Pathology & Crop
Physiology, Baton
Rouge
Dr. Bill Williams NE Research Corn and grain bwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu
Station, St. Joe sorghum: weed
management
Dr. Jim Wang School of Plant, Soil testing, plant jiwang@agcenter.lsu.edu
Environmental, and analysis, soil
Soil Sciences’ chemistry

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work
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www.lsuagcenter.com
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