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Greetings to everyone involved in the Louisiana beef cattle industry! My name is Gary 
Hay. On May 1st I was appointed Interim Director of the School of Animal Sciences with the 
LSU AgCenter. The previous Director, Paul Humes, retired on April 30, 2009 after 41 years 
of service to LSU and the Louisiana cattle industry. Many of you that know Paul know I have 
some very big boots to fill.  

I am a native of Louisiana. I grew up in Lincoln Parish where we raised Hereford and 
crossbred cattle and hay on a small farm north of Ruston. I graduated from Louisiana Tech 
in 1976 with a BS degree in Animal Science. I graduated from Virginia Tech in 1980 with an 
MS degree in animal breeding and from LSU in 1985 with a PhD in animal breeding.  In 
1990 I got an opportunity to return to LSU as an extension dairy specialist for the LSU 
AgCenter.  I became part of the School of Animal Sciences in 2006 when the Dairy and 
Animal Science Departments were merged into the School of Animal Sciences.  I am 
married to the former Sandra Brown from Ruston and we have three children and one 
granddaughter.  

I am excited about working more closely with the beef industry in Louisiana. Even 
though my primary responsibilities over the past 20 years have been with the dairy industry, 
I have always had a strong interest in the beef industry. I am also excited about working with 
the faculty and staff in the School of Animal Sciences and all the AgCenter units working 
with the beef industry. We have a very productive, dynamic faculty who are actively involved 
in many aspects of beef cattle research, extension and teaching programs. The School of 
Animal Sciences recently hired a young beef cattle researcher and teacher to replace Dr. 
Franke, who retired last summer. We are also currently in the process of hiring a new beef 
cattle extension specialist to provide educational programs for beef producers throughout 
the state. 

All of us in the LSU AgCenter are pleased to bring you this 2009 Beef and Forage 
Report. The LSU AgCenter and the School of Animal Sciences continue to be strong 
supporters of the beef industry in Louisiana. All of the units cooperating in this report look 
forward to strengthening our ties with all of you and providing more opportunities for success 
to everyone who loves the cattle industry. If I can ever be of assistance in any way, my 
contact information is:  

   Gary M. Hay  
   105 Francioni Hall, LSU 
   Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
   225-578-3241 
   ghay@agctr.lsu.edu 
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