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N
ow, Therefore, Be It O

rdained and Enacted By

(Insert nam
e of governm

ental entity):

Section 1.  That the findings contained in the pream
ble of this ordinance are

hereby adopted as a part of this ordinance.

Section 2.  That C
hapter N

o.     (H
ealth)     of the C

ode of O
rdinances,

                 (C
ity)             ,               (State)              , is hereby am

ended by adding a
new

 article N
o., w

hich reads as follow
s:

D
efinitions

A
s used in this article, the follow

ing w
ords and term

s shall have the
m

eanings ascribed in this section unless the context of their usage clearly
indicates another m

eaning:

1.”A
piary” m

eans the assem
bly of one or m

ore colonies of bees at a single
location.

2.”B
eekeeper” m

eans a person w
ho ow

ns or has charge of one or m
ore

colonies of bees.

3.”B
eekeeping equipm

ent” m
eans anything used in the operation of an

apiary, such as hive bodies, supers, fram
es, top and bottom

 boards and extrac-
tors.

4.”C
olony” or “hive” m

eans an aggregate of bees consisting principally of
w

orkers, but having, w
hen perfect, one queen and at tim

es m
any drones,

including brood, com
bs, honey and the receptacle inhabited by the bees.

5.”H
oney bee” m

eans all life stages of the com
m

on dom
estic honey bee,

Apis m
ellifera species.

6.”Tract” m
eans a contiguous parcel of land under com

m
on ow

nership.

7.”U
ndeveloped property” m

eans any idle land that is not im
proved or

actually in the process of being im
proved w

ith residential, com
m

ercial, industrial,
church, park, school or governm

ental facilities or other structures or im
prove-

m
ents intended for hum

an use occupancy and the grounds m
aintained in

association therew
ith.  The term

 shall be deem
ed to include property developed

exclusively as a street or highw
ay or property used for com

m
ercial agricultural

purposes.

M
odel B

eekeeping
O

rdinance
for L

ouisiana L
ocal

and M
unicipal G

overnm
ents

Introduction

This publication w
as adopted from

 the Texas O
rdinance and has been

m
odified by the Louisiana B

eekeepers A
ssociation, Louisiana D

epartm
ent of

A
griculture and Forestry, U

SD
A

,A
R

S H
oney B

ee B
reeding G

enetic and Physiol-
ogy Lab and the Louisiana C

ooperative Extension Service to help  local and
m

unicipal governm
ents in Louisiana w

ith situations associated w
ith honey bees

and to im
prove the relationship and sharing of inform

ation and concerns and
reduce potential problem

s betw
een the beekeepers of Louisiana and the general

public.  A
ll four organizations are w

orking together to im
prove the industry and

its benefits to agriculture in Louisiana and are w
illing to assist any governm

ent
(local or m

unicipal or state) in the use or im
plem

entation of this program
.

Proposed M
odel B

eekeeping O
rdinance

for Louisiana Local and M
unicipal G

overnm
ents

W
hereas, honey bees are of benefit to m

ankind, and to Louisiana in
particular, by providing agriculture, fruit and garden pollination services and by
furnishing honey, w

ax and other useful products; and
W

hereas, Louisiana is am
ong the leading states in honey production and

agricultural byproducts associated w
ith beekeeping throughout the U

nited
States; and

W
hereas, dom

estic strains of honey bees have been selectively bred for
desirable traits, including gentleness, honey production, tendency not to sw

arm
and non-aggressive behavior, characteristics w

hich are desirable to foster and
m

aintain; and
W

hereas, gentle strains of honey bees can be m
aintained w

ithin populated
areas in reasonable densities w

ithout causing a nuisance if the bees are properly
located and carefully m

anaged and m
aintained;



C
ertain C

onduct D
eclared U

nlaw
ful

(a)The purpose of this article is to establish certain requirem
ents of sound

beekeeping practices, w
hich are intended to avoid problem

s that m
ay otherw

ise
be associated w

ith the keeping of bees in populated areas.

(b)N
otw

ithstanding com
pliance w

ith the various requirem
ents of this

article, it shall be unlaw
ful for any beekeeper to keep any colony or colonies in

such a m
anner or of such disposition as to cause any unhealthy condition,

interfere w
ith the norm

al use and enjoym
ent of hum

an or anim
al life of others or

interfere w
ith the norm

al use and enjoym
ent of any public property or property of

others.H
ive R

egistration

A
ll honey bee colonies shall be registered annually w

ith the Louisiana
D

epartm
ent of A

griculture and Forestry.

H
ive T

ype

A
ll honey bee colonies shall be kept in Langstroth-type hives w

ith
rem

ovable fram
es, w

hich shall be kept in sound and usable condition.

Fencing of Flyw
ays

In each instance in w
hich any colony is situated w

ithin 25 feet of a public
or private property line of the tract upon w

hich the apiary is situated, as m
ea-

sured from
 the nearest point on the hive to the property line, the beekeeper shall

establish and m
aintain a flyw

ay barrier at least 6 feet in height consisting of a
solid w

all, fence, dense vegetation or com
bination thereof that is parallel to the

property line and extends 10 feet beyond the colony in each direction so that all
bees are forced to fly at an elevation of at least 6 feet above ground level over
the property lines in the vicinity of the apiary.  It is a defense against prosecution
under this section that the property adjoining the apiary tract in the vicinity of
the apiary is undeveloped property for a distance of at least 25 feet from

 the
property line of the apiary tract.

W
ater

Each beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source of w
ater is available

to the bees at all tim
es during the year so that the bees w

ill not congregate at
sw

im
m

ing pools, bibcocks, pet w
atering bow

ls, bird baths or other w
ater sources

w
here they m

ay cause hum
an, bird or dom

estic pet contact.

G
eneral M

aintenance

Each beekeeper shall ensure that no bee com
b or other m

aterials that m
ight

encourage robbing are left upon the grounds of the apiary site.  U
pon their

rem
oval from

 the hive, all such m
aterials shall prom

ptly be disposed of in a sealed
container or placed w

ithin a building or other bee-proof enclosure.

Q
ueens

A
ll colonies shall be m

aintained w
ith m

arked queens.  In any instance in
w

hich a colony exhibits unusual aggressive characteristics by stinging or attem
pt-

ing to sting w
ithout due provocation or exhibits an unusual disposition tow

ard
sw

arm
ing, it shall be the duty of the beekeeper to prom

ptly requeen the colony
w

ith another m
arked queen.  Q

ueens shall be selected from
 European stock bred

for gentleness and nonsw
arm

ing characteristics.

C
olony D

ensities

(a)It shall be unlaw
ful to keep m

ore than the follow
ing num

ber of colonies
on any tract w

ithin the city, based upon the size or configuration of the tract on
w

hich the apiary is situated:

1. one-quarter acre or less tract size -- 2 colonies,

2. m
ore than one-quarter acre but less than one-half acre tract size -- 4 colonies,

3. m
ore than one-half acre but less than one acre tract size -- 6 colonies,

4. one acre or larger tract size -- 8 colonies,

5. regardless of tract size, w
here all hives are situated at least 200 feet in any

direction from
 all property lines of the tract on w

hich the apiary is situated, there
shall be no lim

it to the num
ber of colonies,

6. regardless of tract size, so long as all property other than the tract upon w
hich

the hives are situated, that is w
ithin a radius of at least 200 feet from

 any hive,
rem

ains undeveloped property there shall be no lim
it to the num

ber of colonies.

(b)For each tw
o colonies authorized under C

olony D
ensities [subsection (a)]

there m
ay be m

aintained upon the sam
e tract one nucleus colony in a hive

structure not exceeding one standard 9 5/8 inch depth ten-fram
e hive body w

ith
no supers attached as required from

 tim
e to tim

e for m
anagem

ent of sw
arm

s.  Each
such nucleus colony shall be disposed of or com

bined w
ith an authorized colony

w
ithin 30 days after the date is acquired.

M
arking H

ives, Presum
ption of B

eekeeping



(a)In apiaries the beekeeper shall conspicuously post a sign setting forth
his nam

e and telephone num
ber.  In addition, the beekeeper’s registration yard

m
arker, provided by the LD

A
F, shall be posted on a sign w

ithin the apiary.  It is a
defense against prosecution under this subsection that a colony is kept upon the
sam

e tract upon w
hich the ow

ner resides.

(b)U
nless m

arked in accordance w
ith subsection (a) it shall be presum

ed
for purposes of this article that the beekeeper is the person or persons w

ho ow
n

or otherw
ise have the present right of possession and control of the tract upon

w
hich a hive or hives are situated.  The presum

ption m
ay be rebutted by a

w
ritten agreem

ent authorizing another person to m
aintain the colony or colonies

upon the tract setting forth the nam
e, address and telephone num

ber of the other
person w

ho is acting as the beekeeper.

Inspection

The health officer shall have the right to inspect any apiary betw
een 8 a.m

.
and 5 p.m

.  W
here practicable, prior notice shall be given to the beekeeper if he

resides at the apiary or if his nam
e is m

arked on the hives.

C
om

pliance

(a)U
pon receipt of inform

ation that any colony situated w
ithin the city is

not being kept in com
pliance w

ith this article, the director shall cause an investi-
gation to be conducted.  If he finds that grounds exist to believe that one or m

ore
violations have occurred he shall cause a w

ritten notice of hearing to be issued
to the beekeeper.

(b)The notice of hearing shall set forth:

1. the date, tim
e and place at w

hich the hearing w
ill be conducted,

2.the violation(s) alleged,

3.that the beekeeper m
ay appear in person or through counsel, present evidence,

cross-exam
ine w

itnesses and request a court reporter as provided by R
ule   N

o.
of the C

ity C
ouncil’s R

ules of Procedure, and,

4.that the bees m
ay be ordered destroyed or rem

oved from
 the C

ity if the hearing
officer finds that they have been kept in violation of this article.

N
otices shall be given by certified U

nited States m
ail or personal

delivery.  H
ow

ever, if the health officer is unable to locate the beekeeper, then
the notice m

ay be given by publication one tim
e in a new

spaper of general
circulation at least five days before the date of the hearing.

(c)The hearing shall be conducted by the director or a health officer that he
m

ay designate.  The burden shall be on the city to dem
onstrate by a preponder-

ance of credible evidence that the colony or colonies have in fact been kept in
violation of this article.  If the hearing officer finds that the colony or colonies
have been kept in violation of this article, then he m

ay order that the bees be
destroyed or rem

oved from
 the city, not to exceed 20 days and that bees not

thereafter be kept upon the tract for a period of tw
o years.  In instances w

here
the hearing officer finds that the violations w

ere not intentional and that the
beekeeper has em

ployed corrective actions that w
ill probably be effective to cure

the violations alleged, then he m
ay issue a w

arning in lieu of ordering the bees
destroyed or rem

oved.  U
pon failure of the beekeeper to com

ply w
ith the order,

the health officer m
ay cause the bees to be destroyed and the hive structures to

be rem
oved.  In each instance in w

hich a bee colony is destroyed, all usable
com

ponents of the hive structure that are not dam
aged or rendered unhealthy by

the destruction of the bees shall upon the beekeeper’s request be returned to the
beekeeper, provided that the beekeeper agrees to bear all transportation ex-
penses for their return.

(d)The decision of the hearing officer m
ay be appealed in accordance w

ith
the provision of R

ule   N
o.   of the C

ity C
ouncil’s R

ules and Procedures by filing
a notice of appeal w

ith the city secretary w
ithin 10 days follow

ing the date that
the hearing officer announces his decision, or if the decision is not announced at
the conclusion of the hearing, then w

ithin 15 days follow
ing at the date that the

hearing officer places w
ritten notice of his decision in the m

ail to the beekeeper.
A

n appeal shall not stay in the hearing officer’s decision, and it shall not be the
responsibility of the beekeeper to rem

ove the bees from
 the city pending the

determ
ination of the appeal.

(e)The provisions of this section shall not be construed to require the
conduct of a hearing for the destruction of (1) any bee colony not residing in a
hive structure intended for beekeeping or (2) any sw

arm
 of bees or (3) any

colony residing in a standard or m
an-m

ade hive, w
hich by virtue of its condition,

has obviously been abandoned by the beekeeper.

Section 3.  If any provisions, section, subsection, sentence, clause or
phrase of this ordinance or the application of sam

e to any person or set of
circum

stances is for any reason held to be unconstitutional, void or invalid, the
validity of the rem

aining portions of this ordinance or their application to other
persons or sets of circum

stances shall not be affected thereby, it being the intent
of the C

ity C
ouncil in adopting this ordinance that no portion hereof or provision

or regulation contained herein shall becom
e inoperative or fail by reason of any



unconstitutionality, voidness or invalidity of any other portion hereof, and all
provisions of this ordinance are declared to be servable for the purpose.

Section 4.  This ordinance shall becom
e effective at      hour       on

     date    .

Section 5.  There exists a public em
ergency requiring that this ordinance be

passed finally on the date of its introduction as requested in w
riting by the

M
ayor; therefore, this ordinance shall be passed finally on such date and shall

take effect as provided in Section 4, above.

Passed and approved this ____________ day of, 19____.

(M
ayor)

D
ale K

. Pollet, Specialist (Entom
ology)


