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Unified Efforts Work

Things are happening in the
Louisiana forest products industry!
The economic importance of this
industry to the state is being better
realized by the Governor’s office, the
Legislature, the Department of
Economic Development and various
service industries, like the banking
industry. This is shown by the
attention being given to the industry
and the efforts of the industry to gain
this recognition. The combination of
these efforts is essential.

With the legislative bodies
providing the ground rules and the
structure to work within, it is abso-
lutely necessary that the industry work
to keep that body informed of issues
and accomplishments. Most com-
monly, this is done by larger firms
that have the wherewithal to maintain
contact. This also needs to be done
by the smaller firms, those that
primarily make up the secondary
processing industry. How? Through
unified efforts.

A unified industry best communi-
cates through associations, such as the
Louisiana Furnishings Industry
Association and the Louisiana For-
estry Association. LFA, headed by
Executive Director Buck Vandersteen,
has been doing an excellent job in this
category. LFIA is becoming more
prominent and working harder in this
area under the guidance of Jack
Siekkinen. LFIA is becoming stron-
ger with a membership jump from
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The Louisiana Forest Products Laboratory welcomes Dr. William Richardson (pictured
on the left), the new Chancellor for the LSU Agricultural Center. Dr. Richardson was
previously the Viee Chancellor for Public Service and Dean of the College of

Agricufture.

approximately 40 members a vear ago
to more than 127 at this point. If you
are not a member currently, it's time
Lo join.

Another area showing strength is
the attendance of industry members at
various functions. The Governor's
Conference for Louisiana’s Forest
Products and Furnishings Industries
held on September 18 in Alexandria is
aprime example, This conlerence,
hosted by departments in the state
government, the LSU Agricultural
Center and businesses, had more than
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150 attendees who heard morning
talks on finances and pollution
prevention, capped by a keynote talk
by Secretary of Commerce Kevin
Reilly on the importance of this
industry to the state. More impor-
tantly, participants took part in
discussing what issues should be
examined for the industry in this state.
An excellent discussion was held, and
topics such as safety, workers’
compensation and environmental
regulations were brought out as
{(continued on page 2)
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